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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  REV.  WM.  BOTD,  OF  L^AMINOTONi 
IN  THE  STATE  OF  NBW-JERSET. 

There  are  few  duties  in  the  discharge  of  which  a  friend  of 
pkms  worth  can  be  more  profitably  engaged,  than  in  that  of  en* 
deavouring  to  keep  in  remembrance  the  characters  and  virtues  of 
those  great  and  good  men,  whom  it  Ims  pl^u^d  God  to  take  from 
this  world  to  his  immediate  presence  and  enjoyment  Whilst  it 
preserves  their  memories  from  unmerited  obiiviim,  it  extends  die 
knowledge  of  their  virtues:  it  exalts  the  grace  of  God  by  display* 
ing  its  happy  effeots  in  their  holy  <;onveraation  i  k  often  attracts 
the  solemn  attention  of  the  wicked:  and  it  always  serves  to  guider 
the  footsteps  of  those  who  desire  to  walk  as  becomes  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  under  a  sense  of  the  truth  and  importance  of  these  (i> 
aervi^ons,  that  the  following  sketch  has  been  wiitten  oLthe  late 
Rev.  Wm.  Boyd,  of  Lamington,  Somerset  county.  State  of  New- 
Jerscy. 

Robert  Boyd,  the  grand-fiither  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
was  a  native  of  Scodand.  Dtl^g  a  persecution  in  that  country 
he  fled  to  Ireland,  where  John  Bpyd,  the  &tber  of  William,  was 
bom.  After  residing  there  for  a  considerable  time,  he  removed, 
with  all  his  family,  to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.' John, 
probably  his  eldest  son,  was  married  to  a  yoimg  lady,  a  native  of 
that  State,  and  setded  near  the  same  place  in  Franklin  county. 
In  this  place  was  bom,  Au  D.  1758,  William  Boyd.  He  had  dtaee 
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brothers  and  some  sisters,  several  of  whom  arc  still  living  in 
respectability  and  usefulness.  He  was  deprived  of  his  father  when 
about  fifteen  years  of  age.  But  t!his  loss  was  more  than  made  up 
to  him,  by  that  grace  which  it  pleased  the  Father  of  Mercies  to 
manifest  to  his  soul  about  the  same  time,  in  turning  him  from 
darkness  unto  light.  Although  his  patrimony  was  small,  he  was 
by  some  means  prepared  for  college;  and  his  education  was  com¬ 
pleted  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  at  Princeton,  in 
the  year  1778.  His  uncommon  zeal  and  perseverance  in  study 
appear  to  have  proceeded  from  a  strong  desire,  which  he  ex¬ 
pressed  very  early  in  life,  to  enter  into  the  sacred  ministry.  .The 
first  few  years  which  passed,  after  he  received  his  degree  at  col¬ 
lege,  he  spent  in  teaching  an  academy  in  the  city  or  vicinity  of 
Annapolis,  and  in  a  private  family  near  Baltimore.  Whilst  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  capacity  of  private  tutor,  he  studied  divinity  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Allison  of  Baltimore.  He  was  soon  after  licensed 
to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  presbytery  of  Carlisle,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  which  he  continued  till  he  entered  that  of  New  Bruns¬ 
wick.  He  remained  for  some  time  unsettled,  preaching  as  Pro¬ 
vidence  directed,  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  New -Jersey  and 
New-York;  and  his  first  ministrations  were  both  popular  and  suc¬ 
cessful.  Invitations  and  proposals  to  settle  crowded  upon  him  from 
different  places.  His  talents  could  easily  have  procured  for  him  i 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  vacancies  in  our  country:  but,  as  he 
informed  the  writer  of  this  memoir,  he  chose  a  more  humble 
and  less  public  station.  Young  and  inexperienced,  our  cities,  filled 
with  dissipation  and  temptations  of  various  kinds,  would,  he  fear¬ 
ed,  draw  him  aside  from  that  life  of  piety,  and  that  plain,  pointed, 
apostolic  mode  of  preaching,  which  app>eared  to  him  so  supreme¬ 
ly  excellent  and  necessary.  So  early  was  his  dislike  formed  to  that 
smooth,  temporizing  spirit  which  is  too  apt  to  insinuate  itself  into 
the  pulpit;  and  to  which  young  preachers  are  peculiarly  exposed, 
before  they  are  seasoned  and  confirmed  in  grace,  and  when  the 
sentiments  of  society  in  general,  the  pride  of  the  human  heart,  the 
vice  and  the  caprice' of  a  populous  city,  are  all  to  be  encountered. 
For  these  reasons  Mr.  Boyd  determined  on  a  retired  situation, 
where  he  might  execute  his  purpose  of  faithfully  preaching  the 
gospel,  with  less  interruption  and  difficulty.  He  accordingly  ac¬ 
cepted  the  call  that  he  received  from  the  congregation  of  Laming- 
ton,  where  he  had  employed  some  of  his  itinerating  labours.  ’  Soon 
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after  his  settlement  in  that  congregadony  in  the  year  17%4,  he 
was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Col.  Taylor,  who  lived  not  far  from 
the  place  of  his  reridence.  She  proved  to  be  a  woman  of  much 
real  worth,  and  completely  calculated  to  make  him  happy. 
Whilst  her  piety  and  vivacity  tended  to  cheer  and  enliven  him 
in  his  dullest  hours,  when  oppressed  with  disease  or  exhausted 
by  labour,  her  industry  and  discretion  contributed  much  to  their 
worldly  prosperity,  and  to  the  regularity  and  success  of  their  va¬ 
rious  concerns.'  Happy  in  his  pastoral  and  family  relations,  he 
devoted  himself  with  zeal  and  constancy  to  the  duties  of  his 
charge.  Of  a  humble  and  domestic  disposition,  he  seldom  en¬ 
tered  into  the  world  but  when  called  by  the  voice  of  duty.  He 
delighted  in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  devoted  him¬ 
self  much  to  perusing  carefully  ’  and  repeatedly  the  books  to 
which  he  had  access  in  his  retired  circumstances. 

As  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  he  was  peculiarly  excellent. 
Himself  deeply  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the  total  depravity  of 
the  human  Heart,  of  its  inability  to  perform  any  thing  acceptable 
to*  God  without  his  gracious  assistance,  he  endeavoured  to  im¬ 
press  these  great  and  fundamental  truths  upon  every  heart.  His 
principal  objects  were,  to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  a  divine 
atonement  and  of  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  in  order  to  justification: 
to  exalt  and  establish  the  grace  of  God  upon  the  ruins  of  human 
pride  and  greatness:  to  pour  the  consolations  and  encourage¬ 
ments  of  the  gospel  into  the  humble  and  contrite  heart:  to  ex¬ 
pose  the  labyrinths  of  hypocrisy,  and  the  dangers  of  self-decep¬ 
tion:  to  awe  or  allure  the  wicked  from  those  fatal  refuges  to 
which  they  often  have  recourse:  in  a  word,  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God,  by  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the  edification  of  saints. 
His  talents  were  good  and  his  acquirements  very  conaiderable. 
He  was  remarkable  for  quickness  of  apprehension,  strength  of 
memory,  depth  of  penetration  and  soundness  of  judgment.  These 
had  all  been  improved  and  cultivated  by  early,  habitual  and  con¬ 
tinued  application.  Hence  it  is  easy  to  account  for  his  extensive 
and  accurate  information,  though  much  secluded  from  the  world. 
He  had  studied  human  nature  too,  in  its  hidden  springs  and  se¬ 
cret  windings.  Few  men  of  the  present  age  have  acquired'a  more 
clear  and  extensive  knowledge  of  the  sacred  scripture's,  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  New  Testament.  He  possessed  a  mind  happily 
formed  for  historical  and  theological  studies,  for  polite  learning 


and  profound  inveadgadon.  In  all  the  branches  of  science  he  had 
made  considerable  acquirements.  He  was  an  eiccellent  clasaicd 
scholar.  He  was  thoroughly  instructed  and  confirmed  in  the  cal* 
vinisdc  doctrines.  He  was  not  ostentadous,  but  always  sendble 
^md  pertinent  in  his  pulpit  discourses.* Besides  solid  instructions^ 
pathetic  remonstrances  and  afiecdonate  invitadons,  his  sermons 
contained  much  matter  that  was  original,  ^e  result  of  deep  re- 
fiectkm.  His  views  of.  divine  subjects  were  often  much  expanded 
and  highly  elevated.  But  experimental,  pracdcal  piety  was  the 
sid>jectin  which  his  soul  most  delighted,  and  which,  thereforei 
was  the  frequent  theme  of  his  public,  addresses.  Being  thoroughly 
fitmiMhed  unto  aU  good  trorArs,  and  from  a  child  having  known .  the 
ecrifitureoy  he  could  use  them  apUy  for  doctrine^  for  reproof  for 
correction  and  for  instruction  in  righteousness. 

His  style  of  preaching  was  in  general  simple  and  solemn,  dig¬ 
nified  and  impressive.  He  was  remarkable  for  a  natural  facility 
and  perspicuity  of  expression.  His  ideas  flowed  freely  and  pro¬ 
fusely.  He  spake  of  divine  things  with  that  simplicity  which  in¬ 
dicated  his  familiarity  with  them,  and  his  sense  of  their  infinite 
weight  and  importance.  For  a  few  years  he  adopted  the  custom 
of  writing  his  sermons  and  committing  them  to  memory;  but  for 
the  remsdnder  of  his  life  he  depended  principally  upon  the  vigour 
and  promptness  of  his  parts,  upon  the  variety  and  extent  of  his 
intellectual  resources,  after  he  had  studied  and  digested  his  sub¬ 
ject.  Method,  natural  and  just,  was  so  much  at  his  command,  that 
it  seemed  difficult  for  him  to  depart  from  system  in  his  discourses. 
He  appeared  without  the  least  effort  to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the 
gospel,  and  to  illustrate  and  apply  its  truths.  He  was  in  general 
cool  and  deliberate,  easy  and  graceful  in  his  delivery.  His  eye 
lively  and  penetrating,  his  countenance  grave  and  solemn,  his 
person  regular  and  handsome,  his  gestures  natural  and  often 
striking,  his  voice  sweet  and  commanding,  all  tended  to  give 
weight  and  impression  to  his  worda.  But  especially  his  holy  ex¬ 
ample  contributed  much  to  enforce  his  doctrines.  The  delicate 
state  of  health,  to  which  immoderate  study  for  a  few  years  after 
his  settlement  had  reduced  him,  did  not  permit  him  often  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  that  vehement  address  of  which  he  was  highly  capable; 
and  to  which  the  importance  of  his  subjects  and  the  warmth  of 
his  feelings  often  impelled  him.  There  were,  however,  occasions 
on  which,  passing  the,  limits  imposed  by  his  debility,  he  displayed 
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that  justness  and  grandeur  of  sentiment)  that  puritjf  and  elegance 
of  language)  that  warmth  and  earnestness  of  manner,  which  are  the 
essentials  of  true  eloquence.  He  commonly  spake  as  one  having 
authority;  his  words  could  scarcely  be  resbted,  carrying  with 
them  a  kind^  internal  evidence  that  the  speaker  had  been  with 
God.  But  to  the  character  and  the  bme  of  an  orator  he  did  not  as¬ 
pire.  The  flowers  of  rhetoric  and  the  graces  of  expresuon,  had 
little  of  his  attention  or  concern.  His  supreme  desire  was  to  be 
a  faithful  servant  and  humble  follower  of  the  blessed  Redeemer. 

With  such  excellent  natural  endowments,  with  such  a  fund  of 
acquired  knowledge,  with  such  an  affectionate  benevolent  heart, 
and  especially  with  such  an  active  glowing  piety,  it  would  be 
natural  to  anticipate  from  him  more  than  usual  success  in  the 
service  of  Christ.  But,  as  with  many  other  wise  and  good  men, 
his  labours  were  attended  with  only  a  gradual  andoixhnary  inci^ase 
of  the  church  of  which  he  had  the  charge.  It  is  reasonable, ‘how¬ 
ever,  to  expect  that  the  seeds  which  he  has  scattered  in  the 
vineyard  of  God,  will  not  be  permitted  to  perish,  but  under  the 
care  and  culture  of  the  g^reat  Lord  of  the  harvest,  will  yet  be 
made  to  g^w  and  bring  forth  fruit,  to  the  praise  of  God’s  glo¬ 
rious  g^race  and  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls.  And  ^  if  in  the 
estimation  of  heaven,  our  services  are  appreciated,  not  by  the 
good  we  accomplish,  but  the  sincerity,  the  strength  and  constancy 
of  our  exertions,”  great  indeed  is  his  reward  in  heaven. 

Mr.  Boyd  appears  to  have  been  formed  not  less  for  society 
than  for  the  pulpit.  As  in  the  sacred  desk,  so  in  the  social  circle, 
his  manners  were  always  becoming.  His  carriage  was  agreeable 
and  unaffected,  his  temper,  naturally  high,  was  reined  in  by  rea¬ 
son  and  subdued  by  grace;  his  disposition  was  remarkably  friendly 
and  affectionate;  he  was  sprightly  and  animated  in  conversation; 
he  mingled  condescension  with  digpiity;  he  liad  a  happy  turn  of 
accommodating  himself  to  the  tempers  and  circumstances  of 
others,  without  sanctioning  what  was  wrong ;  he  abounded  in* 
anecdotes  and  historical  narratives  of  families,  of  persons  and 
events,  a  knowledge  of  which  he  had  acquired  in  his  extensive 
early  reading,  in  his  joumeyings,  and  in  his  personal  observations 
and  intercourse  among  men.  He  could  make  himself  agreeable 
and  entertaining  to  persons  in  every  rank  and  employment  in  life; 
and  in  the  whole  of  his  conversation  there  was  discoverable  such  a 
vein  of  genuine  piety  as  to  make  him  equally  agreeable  to  the  se- 
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rious,  and  venerable  to  the  wicked.  He  exercised  the  highest  de¬ 
gree  of  prudence  and  moderation  in  all  his  deportment.  He  ab- 
stsdned  in  a  great  measure  from  those  endless  controversies 
which  constantly  divide  the  world,  on  the  subjects  of  religion  and 
politics.  He  possessed  his  opinions,  and  they  were  generally 
founded  in  reason  and  equity;  but  he  displayed  the  soundest  dis¬ 
cretion  by  declaring  them  only  when  there  was  a  prospect  of 
doing  good,  or  at  least  of  not  creating  evil.  He  was  a  man  of 
true  and  unfeigned  humility.  In  the  circle  in  which  he  moved  he 
was  the  only  one  insensible  of  his  worth  and  distinction.  He  knew 
so  much  of  the  glory  and  excellence  of  God,  he  realized  so  deeply 
and  aifectingly  the  vileness  and  vanity  of  man,  that  he  thought ' 
himself  the  least  of  all  saints.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  he  was 
a  sincere  and  particular  friend  of  youth.  He  seemed  to  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  concerned  for  their  welfare.  He  used  every  means  of  en¬ 
couraging  the  diffident,  of  stimulating  the  indolent,  and  of  tem¬ 
pering  the  efforts  of  the  ambitious.  He  affectionately  took  them 
by  the  hand,  pressed  them  into  his  society,  administered  to  them 
his  counsels,  and  conversed  with  them  most  familiarly  and  im¬ 
pressively. 

Following  the  law  and  example  of  our  Lord,  Whatsoever  yt 
would  that  men  should  do  to  youj  do  ye  to  them  like^vise^  Mr.  Boyd 
was  upright  and  liberal  in  his  dealings:  he  was  ever  ready  to  for¬ 
give  injuries  and  confer  favours:  he  was  incapable  of  wantonly 
aspersing  the  character  of  any  man,  even  of  an  enemy.  He  had 
much  firmness  and  independence  of  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time 
much  gentleness  and  condescension.  He  was  really  amiable  in 
all  the  relative  characters  of  social  life,  as  a  husband,  a  father,  a 
friend ;  and  his  natural  sweetness  was  rendered  still  more  lovely 
and  endearing  by  the  charms  of  divine  grace. 

He  delighted  most,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  in  abstraction 
from  the  world,  and  in  secret  communion  with  the  Father  of  his 
spirit.  Satisfied  with  his  state,  he  courted  not  the  smiles  of  the 
affiuent  and  vain  glorious.  Humble  and  unambitious,  he  cultivated 
principally  an  intimacy  with  heaven,  and  a  meetness  for  an  inhe¬ 
ritance  among  the  saints  in  light.  • 

But  the  lustre  with  which  he  shone  could  not  be  confined  to 
that  retired  comer  which  he  had  chosen  for  his  abode.  The  pub¬ 
lic  became  acquainted  with  his  worth.  He  was  reverenced  and 
esteemed,  by  all  who  knew  him,  as  an  Israelite  indeed.  His  opi- 


nions  were  regarded  in  ecclesiastical  courts  and  assemblies  with 
attention  and  solemnity.  He  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  college 
of  New-Jersey  a  few  years  before  his  death,  and  continued  in 
that  capacity  till  his  decease. 

Our  view  of  this  excellent  man  becomes  most  interesting  as 
we  approach  his  'final  moments.  Several  times  in  the  course  of 
the  last  twenty  years  he  had  been  alarmed  with  a  great  weakness 
in  his  breast,  a  small  discharge  of  blood  from  the  lungs,  and  a 
hectic  cough.  These  consumptive  ^symptoms  scarcely  ever  to¬ 
tally  disappeared.  But  with  great  prudence  and  management  he 
retained  the  ability  of  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  office  gene¬ 
rally,  until  about  the  beginning  of  last  March.  He  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  presbytery  of  New-Brunswick  to  supply,  at  this 
time,  in  a  neighbouring  vacant  congregation.  The  weather  being 
cold  and  wet,  the  exposure  was  too  great  for  his  feeble  constitu¬ 
tion.  On  his  return  he  was  seized  with  an  obstinate  fever,  the 
consumptive  symptoms  increased,  and  the  disease  became  fixed. 
He  continued  in  this  weak  and  declining  state  till  May,  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  which  month  it  pleased  God  to  take  him  from  the 
world.  As  his  complaint  was  of  the  lingering  kind,  it  afforded  an 
excellent  opportunity  of  manifesting  the  power  and  glory  of  the 
religion  of  Jesus.  And  very  seldom  indeed  are  we  presented  with 
such  a  complete  and  happy  Christian  triumph,  as  was  beheld  in 
this  servant  of  the  Lord.  He  had  endured  so  many  bodily  pains  in 
the  course  of  life  that  he  had  learned  to  be  patient.  He  had  anti¬ 
cipated  death  so  often,  and  conversed  with  it  so  familiarly,  that 
its  terrors  did  not  alarm  him.  The  inmate  of  his  bosom  had  se¬ 
veral  years  before  been  taken  from  his  embrace.  By  industry  and 
economy  he  had  amply  provided  for  the  comfortable  establish¬ 
ment  in  the  world  of  his  four  surviving  children.  Although  his 
attack  was  almost  hopeless  from  the  beginning,  he  was  calm  and 
resigned.  He  remarked  soon  after  its  commencement,  “  I  have 
for  many  years  felt  this  weakness  growing  upon  me.  I  have  a 
long  time  apprehended  that  I  should  fall  a  victim  to  it,  and  now 
the  time  is  coming.”  Being  asked  whether  if  such  were  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  God,  he  would  be  willing  now  to  leave  the  world,  he 
replied,  “  I  have  been  examining  myself  and  searching  out  the 
evidences  of  my  being  in  a  state  of  grace,  and  upon  the  whble  1 
feel  pretty  well  satisfied  that  I  have  really  undergone  a  gracious 
change;*  and  I  am,  therefore,  willing  to  submit  to  God.  knowing  that 


his  own  time  and  way  are  best.”  He  enjoyed  constantly^  through  * 
his  tedious  and  painful  illness,  a  high  degree  of  those  cheering 
hopes  with  which  a  lively  hath  in  the  Redeemer  inspires  its  po^ 
sessor.  His  faith  was  well  founded  and  would  therefore  bear  the 
strictest  scrutiny.  He  had  “  the  testimony  of  his  conscience,  that 
not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God  he  had  had  his 
conversation  in  the  world.”  His  heaven  commenced  before  his  life  *  j 
was  extinguished.  His  prospects  brightened  to  the  last.  With  his 
expiring  breath  he  exclaimed  I  am  not  afraid  to  die! 

Let  me  die  the  death  (f  the  righteoue^  and  Itt  my  laet  end  he  Hkf 
Ns! 

RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  ESSAYS. 

— * 

I 

ON  THE  MANNER  or  PREACHING  THE  GOSPEL. 

I  The  external  forms  of  religion,  like  modes  of  dress,  seem  to 

have  been  too  often  accommodated  to  the  capricious  taste  of  the 
world.  This  remark  applies,  with  at  least  a  measure  of  justice, 
even  to  the  manner  of  preaching  the  gospel.  The  character  of 
pulpit  eloquence^  in  different  periods  of  the  church,  has  been  ex- 
)  tremely  various.  Scarcely  an  age  has  passed  without  witnessing 

j  revolutions  in  the  style  and  method,  as  well  as  in  the  substance 

I  of  pulpit  discourses,  effected  by  the  various  refinements  of  roan- 

'  '  ners,  the  gradations  of  intellectual  improvement^  and  the  tides  of 

^  popular  opinion.  In  the  first  age  of  the  church,  the  discourses  of 

I  the  apostolic  fathers,  like  the  character  of  the  gospel  they  an- 

i  Bounced,  were  simple  and  unaffected.  We  see  no  di^lays  of 

I  oratory,  no  attempts  at  the  captivating  address  of  a  Roman  or 

Grecian  orator.  It  was  Christ,  and  not  themselves,  they  preached. 
Superstition,  however,  infused  its  debasing  spirit  into  the  writings 
of  succeeding  ages.  Among  these  none  partook  more  deeply  of 
a  pompous  and  fastidious  spirit  than  the  lectures  imd  homilies  of 
/  the  fathers.  We  of  course  find  little  that  is  deserving  of  particu- 

'  lar  attention,  till  we  come  to  the  rimes  of  the  reformation ;  and 

here  we  find  almost  every  species  of  preaching  successively  be- 
t  coming  popular.  But  waving  the  consideration  of  this  subject  as 

connected  with  former  ages,  let  us  examine  what  is  the  charac- 
ter  of  pulpit  eloquence  in  our  times.  ' 

The  extension  of  science  and  a  taste  for  polite  literature 
liave,  without  doubt,  shed  many  of  their  embellishments  over  the 


discourses  which  we  now  hear  from  the  pulpit ;  so  that  in  correct 
arrangement,  in  elegance  of  diction,  in  splendour  of  imagery,  in 
striking  allusions,  in  all  the  captivating  graces  of  oratory,  we  may 
venture  to  say,  that  the  present  preachers  have  far  surpassed 
the  dowD*right  plainness  and  simplicity  of  their  predecessors. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  affirm  that  we  have  some, 
preachers  in  the  churches  of  the  United  States,  who  exhibit  such 
specimens  of  a  beautiful  and  attractive  eloquence,  that  every  man, 
of  cultivated  taste  and  devout  feelings,  might  listen  to  their  dis- 
coui'ses  with  as  much  entertainment  as  he  could  have  derived 
from  any  of  the  Stillingfleets,  the  Atterburys,  the  Sherlocks,  the 
Porteuses  or  the  Walkers,  whose  fame  has  been  perpetuated  for 
the  glory  of  Great  Britain. 

But  it  becomes  us  notwithstanding  to  inquire,  whether,  in  at-' 
taining  this  splendid  elevation,  we  have  not  sacrificed  some  of 
the  important  requisites  of  an  evangelical  preacher?  What  would 
l>e  our  surprise  and  mortification,  if  the  severity  of  apostolic 
criticism  should  pronounce  us  “  as  weighed  in  the  balance  and 
found  wanting'^’*  should  declare  that  we  had  suffered  the  splen¬ 
dour  and  elevation  of  our  style  to  triumph  over  the  force  and 
majesty  of  our  thoughts;  that  excessive  ornament  had  much  ob¬ 
scured  the  simplicity  of  pious  instruction ;  had  converted  a  body’ 
of  heavenly  doctrine,  simple  and  fervent,  into  a  fantastic  display, 
of  frigid  morality  and  rhetorical  embellishment ;  that,  in  a  word^ 
the  plain  and  solid  foundation  laid  by  Christ  and  his  apostles, 
had  its  superstructure  too  much  decorated  with  the  style  of  mo¬ 
dem  architecture? 

With  many,  one  principal  object  of  preaching  seems  to  be. 
pretty  well  understood,  which  is  to  reach  the  hearty  to  inlist  the 
feelings  in  the  cause  of  religion.  This  has  given  indeed  fire  and 
animation  enough  to  many  public  discourses.  It  has  retrenched' 
the  prolixity  of  the  first  reformers;  it  has  taught  us  to  reject 
those  dry  and  scholastic  divisions,  which  in  spite  of  the  valuable 
mass  of  thought  they  contained,  rendered  the  discourses  of  these 
S;reat  men  tedious  and  uninteresting ;  and  we  have  now  adopted  a 
method  more  forcible  and  perspicuous.  But  if  it  should  appear 
that  this  anxiety  to  awaken  the  feelings  has  been  so  ardent  and 
impatient  in  accomplishing  its  object,  as  to  forget  that  the  un¬ 
derstanding  is  the  medium  of  access  to  the  heart,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  it  is  still  chargeable  with  a  radical  error.  I  cannot 
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express  mj  thoughts  upon  this  subject  in  better  words  than  thoat 
of  Dr.  Blair,  Conviction^  says  he,  is  one  avenue  to  the  heart, 
and  it  is  that  which  an  orator  should  attempt  first  to  gain ;  for  no 
persuasion  can  be  stable,  which  b  not  founded  on  conviction.’* 
The  doctor  has,  however,  given  us  a  poor  sample  of  these  rules, 
in  his  own  sernnoas.  He  has  exhibited  very  beautiful,  and  often 
very  accurate  descriptions  of  the  human  character;  but  to  a  pious 
heart,  hungering  for  the  bread  of  life,  hb  j>hilosophic  morality 
will  afford  but  little  nourishment. 

All  attempts,  then,  in  the  pulpit  to  call  forth  feeling  without 
the  aid  of  solid  and  sterling  thought,  clearly  and  judiciously 
separated  and  arranged,  will  either  excite  no  feelings  at  all,  or 
else  those  wild  deliriums  of  passion,  those  hecdcs  of  the  soul, 
which  are  too  apt  to  absorb  or  exliaust  all  its  rational  feelings, 
and  then  quickly  subside,  and  leave  it  so  debilitated  as  to  be  in¬ 
capable  or  indisposed  to  any  active,  vigorous  and  salutary  opera¬ 
tions.  It  b  not  sufficient  merely  to  inquire  whether  a  preacher  has 
moved  the  feelings  of  his  audience ;  since  there  are  strong  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  are  often  excited  by  eloquence  destitute  of  religion. 
The  human  heart  possesses  a  natural  principle  of  enthusiasm, 
which  dilates  and  catches  fire  from  an  infinite  variety  of  causes. 
This  operates  always  most  powerfully  when  detached  Grom  the 
inftuence  of  reason.  Indeed  its  movements  are  too  rapid  and 
wild  for  the  cool  and  deliberate  decisions  of  the  judgment.  When 
once  excited,  it  silences  reason,  scorns  all  deliberation,  and  throws 
all  the  powers  of  the  soul  into  tumult  and  uproar.  When  an 
orator  can  excite  and  direct  this  feeling,  he  is  sure  of  produ¬ 
cing  most  powerful  and  rapid  changes  in  the  heart:  and  some 
preachers  may  be  observed  to  construct  their  discourses  in  such 
a  manner  as  makes  it  too  evident,  that  it  is  their  object  to  excite 
thb  natural  and  ardent  enthusbsm^  The  subjects  they  employ, 
and  the  treatment  they  give  them,  are  manifestly  calcubted  to 
excite  and  chafo  the  passions  most  intensely.  The  electrical  fire, 
excited  by  such  management,  soon  begins  to  sparkle  and  com¬ 
municate  to  the  soul,  and  presently  all  its  elements  thunder  and 
lighten ;  but  not  a  single  solid  evangelical  emotion  has  mingled 
with  this  wild  chaos  of  conflicting  passions.  The  truth  is,  this  is 
but  the  operation  of  some  natural  principle,  some  animal  sym¬ 
pathy,  or  perhaps  of  some  mental  disease,  in  whose  composition 
there  appears  no  trace  of  the  religion  of  Jesus.  The  doctrines  of 


the  koran  of  Mahomet  could  be  made  the  instnimeDts  of  the 
aame  ^mmodons.  All  the  celebrated  orators  of  Greece  and 
Rome  effected  their  political  purposes  by  addresses  to  this 
same  principle  of  the  human  constitution.  It  was  after  hearing  a 
pathetic  discourse  upon  the  passion  of  the  Saviour,  that  Crilloo, 
an  intrepid  warrior,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  sword,  uid  with 
martial  fire  in  his  eye,  exclaimed,  ^  Where  wast  thtni,  Crillon! 
where  wast  thou  I’*  It  was  plain  Crillon*8  soul  was  infiamed ; 
but  it  is  probable  he  did  not  then  reflect,  thi^  the  keenest  ago^ 
nies  of  his  Redeemer  might  be  produced  by  his  own  sins. 

The  whole  system  of  divine  truth  contained  in  the  scriptures 
ought  to  be  displayed  in  its  connexion  and  harmony.  This  sys¬ 
tem  is  a  vast  temple,  in  whose  admirable  structure  the  most 
minute  part  is  necessary  to  the  symmetry  of  the  whole,  as  a 
single  column  cannot  be  removed  without  endangering  the  ex¬ 
istence  or  destroying  the  beauty  of  a  noble  fabric.  One  of  the 
most  palpable  errors  of  preaching,  then,  consists  in  unduly  ex- 
hiluting  some  truths  to  the  total  exclusion  of  others.  Some 
preachers  dwell,  from  the  beginning  to  th^  close  of  the  year, 
upon  the  pleasures  of  devotion,  or  the  fatal  rocks  of  dissipation ;  or 
perhaps  they  involve  in  their  discussions  the  whole  circle  of 
moral  duties.  These  subjects  they  urge  with  all  the  eloquence 
and  fire  they  possess.  Upon  these  points  they  concentre  all  the 
powers  of  their  genius,  all  the  lights  of  philosophy  and  revela¬ 
tion,  all  the  exertions  of  imagination  and  all  the  graces  of  a 
cultivated  style.  The  consequence  is  such  as  might  have  been 
expected.  Overpowered  by  such  eloquence,  the  hearers  appear 
to  reform ;  they  restrain  their  licentious  passions ;  they  smooth 
over  the  rough  surfaces  of  their  characters,  until  they  femey  them¬ 
selves  ^ rich  and  incr cased  in  goodsy  and  to  have  need  qf  nothing** 
But  alas!  the  plague-sore  of  their  hearts  has  never  been  probed 
to  the  bottom :  and  that  bare-feced  heresy,  which  explicitly  ex¬ 
alts  the  powers  of  man,  and  denies  the  necessity  of  salvation  by 
the  merits  of  a  Saviour,  and  of  a  change  of  the  heart  by  divine 
power,  is  not  so  dangerous  as  this  secret  practical  Arminianism, 
which  spreads  its  unheeded  influence  through  the  whole  system 
of  its  unhappy  victim.  The  former  is  open  and  recognised,  and 
its  subjects  may  be  convinced  and  converted.  The  latter  is  dis¬ 
guised  under  the  appearance  of  truth  and  the  semblance  of 
sanctity,  and  is  therefore  apt  to  close  the  heart  forever  against  all 


_  ^lu  evangelical  piety.  The  laws  of  morality  and  the 
importance  of  the  observance  of  seasons  of  devotion  are>  indeed^ 
parts  of  a  complete  system;  and  if  united  with  the  rest  are  ab¬ 
solute  truth;  but  when  detached,  they  become  absolute  error* 
Let ‘me  then  ask  such  preachers,  although  these  are  incorpo* 
rated  with  the  body  of  revelation,  are  not  many  of  them  the 
saiAe  doctrines  that  Plato,  that  Socrates,  that  Antoninus,  that  all 
the  great  moralists  of  antiquity  preached  long  before  you  ex¬ 
isted?  Do  you  then  preach  any  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of 
Christ?  The  words  of  the  Christian  poet  should  be  written,*if 
not  upon  every  pulpit,  certainly  in  the  memory  of  every  preacher 
of  the  gospel, 

‘‘  How  oft  when  Paul  has  served  us  with  a  text. 

Does  Plato,  Tully,  Epictetus  preach!*** 

Let  me  repeat,  what  must  have  been  the  subject  of  every  Chris¬ 
tian’s  observation,vthat  it  is  only  by  preaching  the  grand  fundamen¬ 
tal  doctrines  of  the  atonement  by  the  satisfaction  of  the  Son  of  God, 
of  the  offers  of  divine  mercy  through  him,  of  the  original  total  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  human  heart,  and  of  a  radical  change  in  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  soul  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the  use  of  the  means  of 
his  grace,  that  the  most  powerful  and  lasting  effects  are  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  religious  opinions  and  feelings  of  men.  These  arc 
the  doctrines  with  which  the  first  ministers  of  Clirist  conquered 
the  world ;  these  are  the  instruments  with  which  the  venerable 
reformers  pulled  down  the  superstition  and  dispersed  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  popery.  God  in  the  person  of  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to 
himself  is  the  epitome  of  religion,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  the 
the  soul  that  should  breath  animation  into  every  public  discourse. 
This  wUl  give  to  preaching  its  zest ;  it  will  impart  to  it  its  light; 
and  can  alone  be  the  instrument  of  breaking  up  the  sti*ong-holds 
of  sin  in  the  heart. 

In  a  future  number  I  may  point  out  some  of  the  causes  that 
have  operated  to  modify  the  characters  of  preachers  at  this  day. 

Princetoniensis. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  PROVIDENCE  OF  GOD. 

There  is  probably  no  subject  on  which  those  who  endeavour 
to  live  a  life  of  faith  will  find  more  difficulties  than  the  providence 
of  God.  Divine  providence  is  a  deep  subject  in  itself,  and  it  i^ 
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often  a  daA  subject,  when  viewed  even  in  nefcrcnce  to  events 
which  relate  to  ourselves.  Yet  it  is  a  subject  with  which  the 
Christian  ought  to  be  much  conversant.  To  improve,  indeed,  in 
his  acquaintance  with  the  course  of  providence,  to  view  the  di¬ 
vine  hand  in  all  that  befals  him,  and  in  all  the  occurrences  that 
take  place  in  the  smaller,  and  in  the  larger  divisions  of  society, 
is  what  distinguishes  the  improving  Christian.  Now,  when  wc 
have  much  to  do.  with  that  which  is  often  dark  and  decfi^  it  is  the 
less  wonderful  if  we  sometimes  find  ourselves  at  a  plunge.  But 
it  is  a  skill  which  the  experienced  Christian  acquires,  (frequently 
not  without  much  sore  trouble)  to  know  what  is  dark  and  deepj 
in  regard  to  thU  subject,  and  to  treat  it  accordingly — that  is,  to 
let  it  alone,  or  leave  it  with  God.  He  learns  that  there  are  many 
of  his  heavenly  Father^s  dispensations  which  are  presented  to  his 
view,  for  the  purpose  of  being  trials  of  his  huth  and  trust ;  and 
which  would  not  be  the  tri^s  that  they  are  and  were  intend^ 


to  be,  if  they  were  not  inscrutable.  These  he  learns  to  refer  to 
the  sovereignty  of  God,  with  full  confidence  that  they  are  ordered 
in  infinite  wisdom,  goodness,  and  huthfulness,  though  he  sees 
not  how.  He  learns  to  consider  divine  providence  principally  as  it 
relates  to  practice  and  duty^  and  to  let  deep  epeculationa  upon  it 
alone.  And  doing  this  he  is  greatly  comforted  and  much  instruct¬ 
ed  by  attending  to  it. — But,  in  fact,  the  difficulties  attending  the 
contemplation  of  providential  dispensations,  sometimes  spring 
from  the  heart,  and  not  from  the  understanding.  It  was  probably 
said  with  truth  to  Job— Behold  thou  hast  instructed  many,  and 
thou  hast  strengthened  the  weak  hands.  Thy  words  have  uphol- 
den  him  that  was  falling,  and  thou  hast  strengthened  the  feeble 
knees.  But  now  it  is  come  unto  thee^  and  thou  faintest;  it  toucheth 
tiiee  and  thou  art  troubled.”  In  like  manner,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  Asaph  could  have  solved  the  mystery  of  the  divine  dispen¬ 
sation,  in  giving  prosperity  to  the  wicked  and  afflictions  to  the 
pious,  if  he  had  not,  at  the  time,  been  in  an  afflicted  state  himself. 
In  short,  the  difficulty  often  lies,  not  in  being  unable  to  judge  and 
determine  rightly,  but  in  bringing  the  heart  to  submit  and  ac¬ 
quiesce.  Under  deep  affliction,  indeed,  the  mind  is  often  clouded 
und  weakened,  and  cannot  act  as  it  would  do  in  other  circum¬ 
stances  ;  and  frequently  the  fear,  that  the  stroll  e  is  not  inflicted 
in  the  faithfulness  of  fatherly  correction,  but  in  the  displeasure 
of  an  angry  judge,  adds  to  the  difficulty — On  the  wholes  it  is  of 
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much  importance  for  Christians  to  get  a  just  and  proper  tinder* 
standing  of  God’s  providential  di8pensations9  as  well  as  of  the  real 
tenor  and  import  of  his  promises^  that  in  times  of  trial  they 
'  may  neither  be  bewildered  and  tempted  by  unseasonable  and  im¬ 
proper  investigations,  nor  make  unwarranted  conclusions  and  in¬ 
ferences,  nor  adopt  unlawful  expedients  to  obtain  relief*  Yet, 
after  all,  there  is  much  on  thb  subject,  as  on  almost  every  other, 
which  nothing  but  experience  will  teach;  and  which  nothing  but 
the  assistance  of  divine  grace  will  enable  us  to  practise,  even 
after  experience  itself  has  taught  us.  Let  us  therefore  learn  our 
duty,  and  pray  to  be  enabled  to  practise  it.  In  the  exercise  of 
&ith  there  is  a  short  way  of  solving  all  mysteries  of  providence, 
Shall  not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right”— Even  so 
Father,  for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight.” 


NOTICE  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

We  are  persuaded  that  the  i*eaders  of  our  magazine  will  be  gra¬ 
tified  by  the  following  extracts,  from  two  sermons  preached 
before  the  general  assembly  of  the  presbyterian  church,  at 
their  sessions  which  have  just  closed — The  first  on  1  Cor. 
xiv.  12.  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Archibald  Alexander,  of 
Philadelphia,  at  the  opening  of  the  assembly— The  second 
from  Isaiah  liii.  7*  by  the  Rev.  John  B.  Romeyn,  of  Alba¬ 
ny,  on  the  evening  appointed  annually  for  the  missionary 
sermon— Both  sermons  have  been  printed,  and  we  think  that 
after  reading  the  subjoined  extracts,  many  readers  will  be 
desirous  to  see  the  discourses  at  large.’ 

Seek  that  ye  may  excel  to  the  edifying  of  the  church.’*  1  Cor.  xiv.  12. 

The  cessation  of  those  miraculous  gifts  with  which  the 
Christian  church  was  endowed  in  the  beginning,  ,  is  an  event  of 
which  there  is  no  clear  intimation  in  the  new  Testament,  but 
there  are  Several  weighty  reasons  which  may, be  assigned  to 
account  for  it. 

When  the  Christian  religion  was  fully  established  by  the 
evidence  of  miracles,  there  was  no  longer  any  necessity  for  their 
ccmtlnuance ;  for  this  evidence,  having  been  once  exhibited,  must 


ever  reman  sufficient,  and  by  means  of  authentic  testimony,  may 
serve  fof  the  conviction  of  all  succeeding  generations. 

The  frequency  and  long  continuance  of  miracles  would  des¬ 
troy  their  effect,  and  in  time  they  would  cease  to  furnish  any 
conclusive  argument  in  favour  of  revelation ;  or  rather  would 
cease  to  be  miracles ;  for  if  it  was  as  common  for  men  to  rise 
from  the  dead  as  to  be  bom,  there  would  be  nothing  miraculous 
in  the  one  event  more  than  in  the  other. 

But  a  third  reason  is,  the  abuse  to  which  these  spiritual  gifts 
were  subject.  We  might  have  supposed,  that  if  any  thing  could 
have  passed  through  the  hands  of  men  without  being  perverted, 
it  would  have  been  these  supernatural  endowments,  which  were 
given  by  the  immediate  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  but  we 
learn  from  the  sacred  scriptures,  especially  from  this  epbtle, 
that  they  were  as  much,  and  perhaps  more,  subject  to  abuse, 
than  the  talents  possessed  by  nature  or  acquired  by  industry. 

The  Corinthian  church  was  favoured  with  a  rich  variety  of 
these  gifts ;  but  in  the  exercise  of  them  their  spiritual  men  fell 
Into  great  disorder.  Instead  of  using  them  for  the  edification  of 
the  church,  according  to  their  original  destination,  they  seemed 
disposed  to  pervert  them  to  the  purposes  of  ambition  and  vain 
glory.  They  were  more  desirous  of  possessing  these  gifts  than 
of  excelling  in  charity ;  and  courted  rather  such  as  distinguished 
and  exalted  the  individual,  than  such  as  tended  to  the  edification 
and  comfort  of  the  church  of  God.  ^ 

The  apostle  expresses  his  sentiments  fully  on  this  subject,  in 
this  and  the  two  succeeding  chapters;  and  having  corrected  their 
errors,  and  reproved  them  for  their  abuses,  he  advises  them, 
since  they  were  ambitious  of  spiritual  gifts,  to  seek  to  excel,  or 
abound,  (as  the  word  should  be  translated)  to  the  edifying  of  the 
church ;  that  is,  in  those  gifts  which  would  enable  them  to  be 
most  useful  in  promoting  the  glory  of  God  and  the  edification  of 
the  church. 

Now,  although  the  gifts  to  which  the  apostle  refers  have 
ceased,  yet  the  exhortation  in  the  text  is  as  applicable  to  com¬ 
mon  as  to  supernatural  endowments;  for  every  qualification  should 
be  earnestly  sought  which  tends  to  the  edification  of  the  church*; 
and  talents  should  be  desired  by  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  only 
with  this  view.  I  purpose,  therefore,  in  this  discourse,  to  consider, 
fo*st,  wherein*  the  edification  of  the  church  consists ;  and  secondly, 


to  mention  some  of  those  qualifications  which  will  be  most  useful 
to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  promoting  this  object. 

The  word  edification  is  borrowed  from  architecture,  and 
literally  signifies  the  progress  of  a  building.  This  appears  to  be 
a  favourite  allusion  with  the  apostle  Paul,  when  speaking  of  the 
increase  of  the  church;  and  the  figure  is  very  beautiful  and  com- 
'  prehensive.  The  structure  of  an  elegant  building,  especially  of  a 
magnificent  temple,  is  among  tbe  highest  efforts  of  human  skill. 
It  is  a  work  which  requires  the  aid  of  almost  every  art ;  and  can¬ 
not  be  accomplished  without  the  application  of  much  wisdom  and 
power. 

The  principal  things,  in  the  erection  of  an  edifice,  which  de¬ 
serve  attention,  are  the  foundation,  the  plan,  the  materials  ,  and 
the  decoration. — ^The  foundation  is  an  essential  thing.  The  most 
beautiful  building  may  be  brought  to  a  speedy  dissolution  by  a 
want  of  solidity  in  its  basis ;  and  it  should  not  only  be  solid,  but 
sufficiently  extensive  to  receive  the  whole  pile  which  is  designed 
to  be  erected  on  it. 

The  plan  of  the  work  is  also  of  primary  importance.  As  a 
large  house  must  consist  of  a  variety  of  parts,  and  as  a  multitude 
of  workmen  must  be  employed,  if  every  one  should  pursue  his 
own  plan,  or  if  they  should  divide  themselves  into  separate  par¬ 
ties,  and  proceed  without  respect  to  an  uniform  plan,  and  without 
regarding  the  design  and  labours  of  one  another,  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  different  parts  of  the  building  would  not  only, 
grow  out  of  all  just  proportion,'  but  might  interfere  with,  and 
destroy  one  another;  until  at  length,  the  whole  edifice  would 
fall  into  ruins,  or  stand  an  unshapely  and  useless  pile,  the  deri¬ 
sion  of  every  spectator.  ’ 

The  materials  of  a  building  should  be  of  good  quality,  and 
should  be  arranged  in  due  order ;  every  part  occupying  its  own 
place,  and  not  heaped  promiscuously  together.  If  an  architect 
should  build  on  a  good  foundation,  fragile  or  perishable  materials; 
if,  for  example,  he  should  pile  up  “  wood,  hay  or  stubble,” 
instead  of  employing  solid  mineral  substances,  he  wquld  de¬ 
servedly  suffer  great  loss  of  reputation  in  the  estimation  of  all 
who  might  be  acquainted  with  the  fact ;  or,  if  a  workman  should 
put  the  weakest  materials  in  the  place  of  the  strongest,  or  ce¬ 
ment  them  together  with  untempered  mortar,  he  would  gain 

but  little  credit  or  emolument  bv  his  labour.  ^ 
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Finally^  a  building  is  incomplete  until  it  have  received  its 
decorations,  and  is  furnished  with  hvery  thing  necessary  for  the . 
accommodation  of  its  inhabitants,  or  for  the  perfom^^ce  of  the 
service  for  which  it  was  designed. 

The  application  to  the  church  of  these  ideas,  which  occur 
contemplating  the  progress  of  a  building,  is  so  natural  and  ob¬ 
vious,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to  run  the  parallel  in  detail.  With 
only  a  general  reference  to  these  particulars,  therefore,  I  will 
proceed  to  state,  that  the  edification  of  the  church  consists  in  the 
maintenance  and  advancement  of  truth,  unity,  purity  and 
felicity.’*  These  four  words  include  every  thing  which  enters 
into  the  idea  of  the  increase  and  perfection  of  the  church.  ' 

I.  Truth  is  the  foundation  on  which  the  whole  building  rests. 
Take  this  away,  and  religion  will  be  mere  superstition ;  morality, 
a  matter  of  convenience;  and  the  most  fervent  devotion,  enthu¬ 


siasm. 


Truth  is  the  subject  of  knowledge.  It  is  the  object  of  faith, 
and  furnishes  the  proper  motives  to  all  pious  and  benevolent 
affecdons.  It  delineates  the  path  of  duty,  and  shows  us  vdth 
certainty  the  kind  and  degree  of  happiness  which  is  attainable. 

It  is  a  clear  and  heavenly  light,  deprived  of ^ which  the  under¬ 
standing  would  be  as  useless  and  inconvenient  as  the  eyes  with¬ 
out  the  natural  light. 

This,  however,  is  a  word  of  very  extensive  significadon.  It 
embraces  the  universe.  Substances  and  qualides,  facts  and  pro- 
posidons,  ideas  and  declaradons,  are  all  included  under  this  com¬ 
prehensive  term.  But  we.  are  not  called  to  explore  the  whole 
circle  of  truths  in  the  universe.  This  infinite  object  is  only 
within  the  grasp  of  the  divine  intellect,  which  surveys,  with  one 
comprehensive  view,  all  possible  and  actual  existences.  Our 
situadon,  with  respect  to  truth,  resembles  our  condidon  in  rela- 
don  to  the  light  of  the  sun.  Although  infinite  rays  are  scattered 
from  this  luminous  orb,  in  all  direcdons,  yet  we  are  only  con¬ 
cerned  with  those  which  come  near  to  us,  and  of  these  it  is  only 
a  small  pordon  which  we  have  occasion  to  use  so  the  number^ 
of  truths,  which  can  be  known  by  man,  is  comparatively  smalli^ 
and  of  attainable  truths  there  are  few  which  are  absolutely^ 
necessary. 

Of  these  some  are  discoverable  by  the  light  of  nature ;  for,^ 
although  I  admit,  that  there  are  no  innate  ideasy  properly  speak- ^ 
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iiig,  yet  I  maintain  that  there  are  vom^Jirst  tmikty  or  aelf-eidient 
firtncifilcBy  to  which  every  rational  mind  assents,  as  soon  as  they 
are  proposed.  I  believe,  moreover,  that  there  are  such  truthe  in 
morals,  in  which  all  men  do  as  certsunly  agree  as  in  any  mathe¬ 
matical  axioms ;  and  which  no  man  retaining  his  reason  can  by 
any  art  or  effort  disbelieve.  These  are  the  stock  on  which  all 
others  must  be  engrafted.  If  there  were  no  such  thing  as  the 
light  of  nature,  or  a  discernment  of  some  evident  moral  truths, 
a  revelation  might  be  addressed,  with  as  much  reason,  to  a  brute 
as  to  a~  man.  All  argument,  and  every  species  of  proof  and  illustra¬ 
tion,  would  be  to  him  useless  on  this  subject.  This,  however, 
does  not  imply  that  all  men  do  actually  contemplate  these  truths, 
any  more  than  they  do  those  necessary  truths  which  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  the  science  of  number  and  quantity;  nor  does  it  im¬ 
ply  that  the  knowledge  of  the  Deity,  which  is  so  general  in  the 
world,  is  the  result  of  reasoning  or  the  discovery  of  natural  light. 
The  contrary  of  both  these  I  believe  to  be  the  fact.  Uncivilized 
men  think  of  little  beyond  the  immediate  objects  of  their  senses 
and  appetites ;  and,  as  to  such  a  process  of  reasoning,  as  that 
which  proves  the  existence  of  God,  they  are  as  much  strangers 
to  it,  as  they  are  to  the  most  abstruse  demonstrations  ki  mathe¬ 
matics.  All  that  I  maintain  is,  that  there  are  some  truths  so 
evident,  that  all  men  are  under  the  necessity  of  assenting  to  them,  - 
from  the  very  constitution  of  their  nature,  as  soon  as  they  are 
distinctly  proposed  to  the  mind ;  and  that  there  are  others  so 
obviously  deducible  from  these,  that  the  reasoning  by  which  they 
are  established  produces  conviction  in  every  person  who  attends 
to  it.  Thus  far  does  the  light  of  nature  go  in  all ;  and  we  ought 
not  to  disparage  it^  for  it  is  as  much  the  gift  of  God  as  inspira¬ 
tion  itself. 

Revelation  proceeds  upon  the  principle,  that  men  do  possess 
some  knowledge  of  moral  subjects,  and  a  feeling  of  moral  obli¬ 
gation.  This  is  as  much  taken  for  granted,  in  every  part  of  the 
scriptures,  as  that  they  are  possessed  of  an  instinctive  desire  of 
happiness  and  aversion  to  misery. 

But  if  we  were  left  to  nature’s  light,  dark  and  wretched 
would  be  our  condition.  Even  if  reason  were  cultivated,  and  wc 
should  deduce  by  logical  inference  every  truth  for  which  there 
are  data  in  nature,  our  situation  would  not  be  mended.  So  far  is  ‘ 
it  from  being  true,  that  the  light  of  reason  is  sufficient,  that  the 
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more  clearly  this  light  shineBy  the  more  distinctly  would  man 
perceire  that  his  situation  was  miserable^  and  as  far  as  he  could 
judge,  hopeless. 

The  truths  most  important  to  the  peace  and  salvation  of 
men,  are  revealed  only  in  the  sacred  scriptures.  The  plan  of  re¬ 
demption  is  here  gradually  unfolded,  from  the  first  dawn  of  light 
in  paradise,  until  the  ^un  of  righUou9ne09  arose  with  all  his 
splendour  on  a  benighted  world. 

ChrUt  himself  is  the  truth.  He  has  not  only  revealed  the 
truth,  but  all  the  rays  of  this  divine  light  are  ccmcentrated  in 
him.  From  his  ^e  the  divine  glory  beams  forth  with  its  brightest 
lustre.  The  wisdom,  power,  justice,  purity,  love  and  fidthfulness 
of  God  are  here  clearly  exhibited.  In  his  actions  and  sufferings, 
the  spirituality  and  extent  of  the  law  of  God,  and  the  nature  and 
just  deserts  of  sin  are  set  forth  in  a  stronger  light  than  any  words 
could  represent  them.  So  completely  does  the  character  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  Mediator  involve  all  important  truth,  that  no  dangerous 
error  can  be  conceived  which  does  not  affect  our  views  of  his 
personal  dignity  or  mediatorial  work.  This,  therefore,  is  said  to 
be  ^  eternal  life,”  or  all  that  is  necessary  to  obtain  ‘‘  eternal  Ufei^ 
to  ^know  the  only  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath 
sent.”  To  fir  each  Jesus  Christ  and  him  cruci/iedf*  includes  the 
whole  range  of  doctrines  taught  by  the  apostle  Paul.  The  aspect 
of  every  dispensation,  of  every  institution,  of  every  leading  fact 
and  piincipal  prediction  in  the  whole  system  of  revelation,  is 
turned  toward  the  incarnate  Son  of  God.  In  him  is  contained 
that  mystery  of  godliness,  which  through  eternity  will  be  deve¬ 
loping,  for  the  instruction  and  entertainment  of  ssdnts  and  angels. 

In  proportion  as  the  doctrines  which  relate  to  Chiist  the  Re¬ 
deemer  are  understood,  received  and  reduced  to  practice,  does 
the  edifice  of  the  church  stand  fiimly  on  its  basis ;  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  these  are  extended  and  propagated,  the  glorious  build¬ 
ing  is  enlarged.  The  prophets  and  apostles  who  speak  of  the 
Messiah  may,  on  that  account,  be  called  the  foundation;  but 

Jesus  Christ  himself  is  the  chief  comer  stone,  in  whom  all  the 
building  fitly  framed  together,  groweth  into  a  holy  temple  in  the 
I^rd.” 

Both  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  the  assaults  of  the  enemies 
of  the  church  have  been  directed  against  this  comer  stone;  and 
although  the  gates  of  hell  have  failed  of  success  in  their  attempts 


to  shake  this  rock  on  which  the  church  is  built,  yet  as  the 
malice,  of  Satan  is  incapable  of  being  extinguished  or  mitigated, 
we  may  expect  renewed  attacks,  until  the  time  of  his  confine* 
ment  shall  arrive.  In  our  own  times,  infidelity  has  come  in  like 
a  flood,  and  threatened  to  inundate  the  church  with  a  horrible 
species  of  philosophical  atheism.  The  torrent  swelled  high  and 
raged  with  fearful  impetuosity ;  but  its  violence  has  now 
and  the  danger  from  this  source  appears  to  be  in  a  good  measure 
over.  But  the  watchmen  on  the  walls  of  Zion  ought  not  to  lie 
supinely  down,  or  nod  upon  their  posts,  but  should  endeavour  to 
observe  the  motions  of  the  enemy  so  successfully,  that  they  may 
be  able  to  give  seasonable  warning  of  the  kind  of  assault,  which 
may  next  be  expected. 

From  the  signs  of  the  times,  I  apprehend  the  danger  to  evan¬ 
gelical  truth  which  will  now  arise  will  be  from  two  opposite  points: 
from  what  is  called  rational  Christianity^  and  enthusiasm. 

Most  of  those  speculative  men,  who  were  lately  inclined  to  de¬ 
ism,  will  now  fill  the  ranks  of  socinianism,  or  unitarianism,  as  they 
choose  to  denominate  their  religion.  The  errors  of  idolized  reason 
are  very  dangerous,  because  they  have  for  their  abetters  the 
learned  and  powerful  of  this  world,  and  the  influence  of  their  ex¬ 
ample  is  very  extensive. 

These  opinions,  however,  are  not  likely  to  spread  very  widely 
amongst  the  common  people,  as  they  divest  religion  of  all  its  aw¬ 
ful  and  interesting  attributes;  so  that  the  more  sincerely  and  fully 
any  person  becomes  a  convert  to  this  system,  the  more,  indifferent 
he  will  become  to  all  religion.  But  no  religion  will  engage  the  at¬ 
tention  of  people  generally,  unless  it  be  calculated  to  interest  their 
feelings.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  enthusiasm  is  likely  to 
spread  more  extensive  mischief  among  the  unlearned,  than  any 
species  of  free-thinking.  The  passions  excited  by  enthusiasm,  it 
is  true,  are  too  violent  to  be  lasting ;  but  the  evil  produced  is,  ne¬ 
vertheless,  often  permanent.  Enthusiasm  and  superstition  have 
commonly  been  I'epresented  as  the  two  extreme  in  religion;  but 
to  me  it  appears,  that  they  are  near  akin,  and  succeed  each  other 
as  cause  and  effect.  The  wild  ebullitions  of  enthusiasm  when  they 
subside  leave  their  subjects  under  the  fetal  influence  of  some  ab¬ 
surd  opinions  which  become  the  creed  of  a  nevj  sect;  and  almost 
invariably  such  superstitious  customs  are  adopted  as  are  effectual 
to  shield  them  from  every  approach  of  truth.  So  that  these  errors 
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are  often  perpetuated  for  many  generations,  and  at  last  only  die 
with  the  extinction  of  the  people  who  held  them. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  nearly  extremes  somedmes  ap¬ 
proach  each  other  in  their  ulUmate  effects.  No  two  things  appear 
more  opposite  in  their  origin  and  operadon  than  unitarianism  and 
enthusiasm :  the  one  proceeding  from  the  pride  of  reason,  the 
other  from  the  exuberance  of  the  imagination ;  the  one  renoun¬ 
cing  all  pretensions  to  divine  assistance,  the  other  professing  to  be 
guided  by  inspiradon  at  every  step:  yet  in  this  they  agree,  that 
they  equally  tend  to  discredit  and  set  aside  the  authority  of  the 
scriptures  of  truth.  The  radonalist  will  not  receive  many  of  the 
doctrines  of  reveladon,  because  they  do  not  accord  with  his  pre¬ 
conceived  nodons,  which  he  calls  the  dictates  of  reason.The  enthu¬ 
siast  will  not  submit  to  the  authority  of  scripture,  because  he  ima¬ 
gines  that  he  is  under  the  direcdon  of  a  superior  guide.  The  one 
makes  his  own  reason  the  judge  of  what  he  will  receive  as  true 
from  the  volume  of  reveladon;  the  other  determines  every  thing, 
whether  it  relate  to  opinion  or  pracdce,  by  the  suggesdons  of  his 
fancied  inspiradon. 

On  the  errors  which  arise  from  both  these  quarters  we  should 
keep  a  watchful  eye,  and  against  them  we  should  make  a  firm  and 
faithful  stand.  On  the  one  hand,  we  must  unequivocally  deny  to 
'  reoBon  the  high  office  of  deciding  at  her  bar  what  doctrines  of 
scripture  are  to  be  received  and  what  not ;  and  on  the  other,  we 
must  insist,  that  all  opinions,  pretensions,  experiences  and  prac¬ 
tices  must  be  judged  by  the  standard  of  the  word  of  God. 

To  the  law  and  to  the  tesdmony”  let  us  make  our  appeal 
against  every  species  of  error;  if  they  speak  not  according  to 
these,  it  is  l^cause  there  is  no  light  in  them.” 

The  last  important  qualification  [for  preaching  the  gospel'] 
which  I  shall  mention,  is  a  sfiirit  of  firayer.  If  the  quesdon  were 
proposed,  by  what  means  shall  Zion  be  raised  from  the  dust  and 
become  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  ?  I  would  answer,  by  prayer. 
This  is  not  peculiar  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  but  they  should 
abound  and  excel  in  this  heavenly  gift.  Although  *our  profession 
leads  us  to  be  much  conversant  with  religious  subjects,  and  to 
engage  in  many  religious  dudes,  yet  there  are  no  chrisdans  who 
are  in  more  danger  of  suffering  the  lively  flame  of  devodon  to 
languish,  and  to  sink  down  into  a  state  of  awful  declension 
and  deadness  than  the  preachers  of  the  gospel.  What  the  state 


of  our  intercourse  with  our  God  and  Saviour  is,  what  nearness 
of  access  to  a  thixme  of  grace  we  enjoy  from  day  to  day,  how 
much  of  a  wrestling  importunate  spirit  of  prayer  we  possess,  can 
be  known  only  to  God  and  our  own  consciences.  But  of  this  one 
thing  we  may  be  certain,  that  if  we  are  deficient  here,  we  are 
deficient  every  where  else.  If  we  have  Yiot  confidence  to  speak  to 
God  as  a  father,  how  shall  we  deliver  his  messages  to  the  people  ? 
The  minister  who  approaches  nearest  to  God  in  prayer,  may  be 
expected  to  be  most'  successful  in  speaking  to  men ;  and  perhaps 
one  reason  why  niany  of  us  sec  our  labours  attended  with  so 
little  fruit,  is  because  we  are  so  little  in  the  habit  of  frequent, 
fervent,  affectionate  pmyer.  May  God  endue  us  all  richly  with 
those  gifts  and  graces  which  will  enable  us  effectually  to  promote 
the  edification  of  the  church ! 

And  to  his  name  shall  be  the  glory.  Amen. 


How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  briiigeth  good 
tidings,  that  piiblisheth  peace;  thatbringelh  good  tidings  of  good,  that 
publisheth  salvation,  that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth. 

Isaiah,  Hi.  7. 

Such  is  the  language  of  evangelic  Isaiah,  when  filled  with 
the  Spirit,  his  eye  darted  into  futurity,  and  saw  at  one  glance  the 
value  and  efficacy  of  a  gospel  ministry.  The  volume  of  time  was 
before  him,  and  as  he  unrolled  its  ample  pages,  he  saw  apostles, 
evangelists,  prophets  and  teachers  going  forth  in  the  strength  of 
tlie  Lord  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy.  He  saw  pagan 
idols  fall  before  them  abandoned  by  their  followers.  He  saw  king¬ 
doms  and  nations  subdued  to  the  faith,  and  the  banner  of  the 
cross  waving  throughout  the  world.  The  wilderness  blossomed 
as  the  rose;  and  the  habitations  of  cruelty  became  the  peaceable 
seats  of  righteousness.  Hence  he  proclaims  aloud  the  acceptable 
nature  of  that  ministry  by  which  such  great  things  were  effected. 
To  them  was  committed  the  mystery  hid  for  ages  from  the 
world:  and  though  we  have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  that 
the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God  and  not  of  man,  yet 
our  weakness  does  not  and  ought  not  to  derogate  from  the  incal¬ 
culable  preciousness,  the  infinite  importance  of  the  gospel  we 
preach.  Commissioned  by  Jehovah,  we  bring  good  tidings,  pub¬ 
lishing  peace;  good  tidings  of  good,  publishing  salvation i  We  say 
unto  Zion,  thy  God  reigneth.  As  the  heralds  of  our  exalted  Mas¬ 
ter,  we  thus  proclaim  his  kingdom  to  the  children  of  men;  as  his 
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ambaisadort,  we  pray  you  in  Christ’s  stead,  accept  of  that  peace 
and  salvation,  the  privileges  of  this  kingdom,  which  he  has  pur¬ 
chased  with  his  blood  and  freely  offers  to  wretched,  rebel  man. 
Imaginadon  cannot  conceive  of  a  grander  subject  for  proclama¬ 
tion;  the  grasping  desires  of  our  souls  cannot  call  for  more  in¬ 
teresting,  more  comprehensive  offers.  We  unfold  to  your  view 
a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  which  will  forever  flourish, 
when  earthly  kingdoms  shall  have  perished  in  the  wane  of  years, 
and  the  world  itself  be  crumbled  into  ruins.  We  bring  within 
your  reach  privileges,  the  enjoyment  of  which  makes  the  wil¬ 
derness  an  Eden,  and  will  afford  increasing,  enlarging  delight  to 
man  when  time  shall  be  no  more.  This  kingdom  and  these  pri¬ 
vileges  summarily  explained,  whilst  they  prove  the  value  and 
efficacy  of  a  gospel  ministry,  by  which  alone  they  are  brought 
nigh  unto  men,  will  naturally  require  an  application  suitable  to 
the  object  of  our  present  meeting. 

Zion’s  God  is  the  Lord  Jesus.  He 'is  Jehovah  essentially 
considered,  and  as  such  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  universal  nature. 
He  directs  the  movements  of  the  vast  machine  according  to  his 
own  pleasure.  Having  made  all  things,  he  still  upholds  them  by 
his  power,  and  directs  them  to  those  ends  for  which  his  inflnite 
wisdom  designed  them.  He  glides  the  planets  in  their  orbs  and 
affords  the  seasons  in  their  courses.  He  grants  rain  from  heaven 
and  fruitful  seasons,  filling  the  hearts  of  his  creatures  with  food 
and  gladness.  He  withholds  those  blessings,  occasioning  famine, 
disease,  sorrow.  At  his  will  the  sky  is  darkened  with  clquds;  we 
hear  the  thunder;  we  see  the  lightning;  the  earth  is  swept  with 
a  tempest;  nature  is  convulsed.  He  speaks;  the  sun  looks  forth 
with  joy;  the  tempest  is  over;  nature  is  calmed.  He  holds  the 
destiny  of  empires  in  his  hands,  and  controls  eveiy  event  in  the 
history  of  man.  One,  he  raises  up;  another,  he  destroys.  WTth 
him  are  the  issues  of  life  and  death;  the  dispensations  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  adversity.  To  him  nothing  is  too  little,  because  nothing 
is  too  great.  He,  therefore,  superintends  the  lesser  concerns  of 
nature;  he  takes  care  of  what  is  in  the  earth  and  what  springs 
from  it,  as  also  of  the  ocean  and  its  inhabitants;  nay,  the  very  dust 
which  flies  along  the  road  is  under  his  guidance.  In  short,  he 
modifies,  convulses,  creates,  destroys  as  he  pleases.  None  can 
stay  his  hand  or  say  unto  him.  What  docst  thou? 

Though  the  Lord  Jesus  thus  reigns  over  universal  nature 
as  Jehovah  essentially  considered,  yet  is  he  emphatically  and  pe- 
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cuHarly  king  over  Zion  by  appointment  of  the  Father.  Zion  is 
hb  church)  his  chosen,  so  called  from  Mount  21ion  in  Jerusalem 
on  which  the  temple  stood.  There  Jehovah  Jesus  the  God  of 
Israel  appeared  in  visible  glory  between  the  cherubim,  and 
there  he  answered  the  prayers  of  his  people.  Thb  kingdom  is 
the  gospel  dispensation,  under  which  he,  as  Mediator,  God  mani¬ 
fest  in  the  flesh,  goes  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer,  making 
willing  subjects  in  the  day  of  his  power.  He  erects  it  in  the  hearts 
of  all  those,  who,  called  by  his  Spirit  through  his  word,  are  trans¬ 
lated  from  darkness  into  light.  It  will  survive  the  ruins  of  time 
and  flourish  in  eternity:  for  they,  who  are  made  subjects  of  grace 
on  earth,  shall  triumph  in  glory  in  the  heavens.  It  is  not  of  this 
world,  neither  cometh  it  by  observation,  for  it  is  a  spiritual  king¬ 
dom,  over  which  Christ  reigns  to  the  exclusion  of  any  visible 
head.  To  him  it  was  given  in  the  councils  of  eternity  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther;  and  by  his  obedience,  sufferings  and  death,  it  was  purchased 
in  the  fulness  of  time.  Yes,  brethren,  it  was  purchased  by  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God  I  Amazing,  inconceivably  amazing  price! 
Hear  O  heavens  and  be  astonished^O  earth!  to  ransom  a  guilty 
world,  the  eternal  God  becomes  an  infant  of  days:  the  Lord  of 
glory  is  covered  with  shame,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted 
with  grief:  the  Author  of  life  expired  on  Calvary!  but  death  had 
no  power  over  hint;  grave  could  not  retain  him.  He  liveth, 
and  though  he  was  dead  yet  is  he  alive  for  evermore.  His  ene¬ 
mies  seemed  victorious  when  he  hung  on  the  cross,  and  was 
buried  in  the  earth:  His  friends  gave  up  all  for  lost,  and  mourned 
a  kingdom  that  was  departed  and  a  glory  that  was  ended.  When 
lo!  the  tidings  arrive  that  he  is  risen;  he  hath  burst  the  bands  of 
death.  Then  Satan  like  lightning  fell  from  heaven,  and  thrones, 
principalities,  powers  were  spoiled.  Jesus  ascended  on  high.  He 
led  captivity  captive.  To  his  triumphant  chariot  wheels  he  bound 
those  bitter  foes  of  God  and  man,  who  had  so  long  excited  and 
fomented  rebellion  in  the  latter,  against  the  former.  He  sat  down 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high,  advanced  as  God  and 
man,  far  above  every  name  that  is  named,  either  in  this  world  or 
in  that  which  is  to  come,  and  constituted  head  over  all  things  to 
his  church,  which  he  governs  and  defends  by  his  word,  his  Spirit 
,  and  his  providence.  This  mediatorial  kingdom  of  Christ  does  not 
differ  in  fact  from  the  essential  kingdom  of  Jehovah;  for  such  is 
its  nature  that  none  but  the  true  God  can  be  its  sovereign.*  The 
*  Witsii  exercit:  in^ Symbol:  p.  391. 
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admitdstration  of  the  affsdrs  of  oniversal  nature  is  thus  committed 
to  the  g^oiiouS)  the  adorable  God-man^  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  prince 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  in  their  ofiBcial  capacity  are  bound 
to  honour  and  obey  him  as  their  Lord  and  master .f  He  bends 
every  event  to  the 'aggrandisement  of  hb  kingdom,  causing  the 
wrath  of  man  to  praise  him,  and  restraining  the  reminder  of 
wrath:  taking  the  crafty  in  their  wiles  and  bafiiing  the  schemes 
of  earthly  politicians.  The  Nebuchadnezzars,  the  Alexanders,  the 
Cesars,  the  Bonapartes,  those  thunderbolts  of  war,  though  they 
mean  not  so,  neither  do  their  herits, think  so,  are  merely  tlie  rods 
of  his  anger,  the  instruments  of  his  pleasure,  the  promoters  of 
his  interest.  He  is  ithe  author  of  their  greatness;  and  when  his 
purposes  are  answered,  he  removes  them  out  of  the  way  with  th^ 
utmost  bcility.  To  him  every  knee  must  bow;  his  praise  every 
tongue  must  confess.  Every  power  that  puts  itself  in  opposition 
to  him  shall  be  overturned,  overturned,  overturned,  that  he  may 
reign  froni  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun,  the  glorious  Redeemer 
of  sinners.  To  Jesus,  mediatorial  King  of  Zion,  the  powers  qf 
darkness  are  made  subservient  by  his  power.  Having  triumphed 
over  them  openly  at  his  ascension,  he  still  triumphs  over  them, 
confounding  their  schemes  and  controlling  their  exertions.  To 
his  kingdom  continual  accessions  of  converted  sinners  are  made; 
its  splendours  will  increase  with  its  years.  From  its  lowest  state 
it  will  ever  rise  to  greater  glory.  All  things  will  work  together 
for  its  perfection;  even  the  destruction  of  the  universe,  which 
will  bury  in  its  tomb  all  things  human,  will  mature  this  kingdom, 
purify  it  of  its  dross  and  make  it  the  perfection  of  beauty  in  the 
heavens. 

After  speaking  of  the  schools  of  infidelity  the  author  saya— 

How  different  the  spirit  which  the  Brainards,  Elliotts  and 
Schwartzes  of  Christianity  possess.  They  teach  a  system  of  reli¬ 
gion  which  accords  with  facts,  and  approves  itself  to  dur  under¬ 
standings  and  consciences.  They  inculcate  a  pure  morality,  in 
which  virtue  and  vice  are  accurately  distinguished,  and  according 
to  which  the  passions  administer  to  reason  and  are  governed  by 
It.  They  unfold  the  true  character  of  man,  and  his  awful  respon¬ 
sibility  as  a  sinner.  They  . exhibit  sucrudfied,  dying  Saviour,  at 
the  great  propitiation  for  sin,  through  whom  we  may  have  ever* 

f  In  the  second  psalm,  kings  and  judges  are  commanded  to  kiss  the 
son. 
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hisung  life.  They  look  beyond  time  to  eternity,  and  prepare  dying 
mortals  for  leaving  this  world  without  fear,  and  entering  ou  the 
next  w  ith  the  strongest  hopes.  Surprising  are  the  changes  they 
have  been  instrumental  in  effecting,  in  the  tempers  and  habits  of 
men.  With  the  most  ardent  benevolence  they  have  left  the  en- . 
joyments  of  civilized  life  with  its  endearments,  that  they  might 
publish  to  the  heathen  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  At  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  with  the  greatest  temporal* inconvenience  and  hard¬ 
ship,  they  have  by  perseverance  collected  together  in  bodies  the 
rovers  of  the  wildeniess,  and  introduced  among  them  civilization 
w  ith  its  blessings.  To  such  men,  to  missionaries  of  the  cross, 
Christendom  owes  its  vast  superiority  over  pagan  nations.  Under 
God  they  have  been  the  true  fathers  of  a  country,  its  greatest 
benehictors.  Of  them  it  may  be  said,  in  a  Christian  sense,  as  an 
Athenian  statesman*  did  over  the  bodies  of  his  deceased  fellow 
soldiers,  You  ai*e  like  to  the  divinities  above  us;  you  are  no 
longer  with  us;  you  are  known  only  by  the  benefits  you  have  con¬ 
ferred.”. 

By  such  men,  in  the  present  day,  the  doctrines  of  reveladon 
are  published  among  the  heathen  with  the  most  flattering  suc¬ 
cess.  It  is  wonderful,  it  is  delightful,  to  hear  the  triumphs  of 
grace  over  the  stupid  Hottentot,  the  credulous  simple  Hindoo 
and  other  idolaters,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Vanderkemp, 
Kicherer,  Carey,  with  their  fellow  missionaries.  The  peace  and 
salvation  they  proclaim,  as  they  suit  the  wants,  so  they  touch  the 
hearts  of  their  hearers,  and  excite  in  them  the  most  ardent  desires 
after  the  enjoyment  of  such  blessings.  The  weapons  of  rebellion 
fall  from  their  hands.  Weeping  they  confess  their  sins,  and  with 
unutterable  emotions  of  gratitude  embrace  a  precious,  precious 
Christ. 

Such  are  the  men  whom  we  desire  to  send  to  the  heathen  on 
our  borders,  and  the  destitute  Christian  settlements  in  different 
parts  of  our  country.  Both  these  descriptions  of  men  need  a  gos¬ 
pel  ministry;  that  nainistry  which  publishes  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,  and  exhorts  sinners  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  as¬ 
suring  them  of  pardon  and  acceptance  through  the  blood  of  the 
cross. 

Such  a  mmistry,  my  hearers^  you  enjoy;  and  from  your 
sense  of  its  value  and  efficacy,  as  experienced  by  yourselves,  you 

*  Pericles. 


may  judge  of  its  necesuty  to  others  who  do  not  enjoy  it.  Do  you 
consider  it  a  privilege  to  be  permitted-to  go  up  to  the  house  of 
the  Lord  for  public  y^orship?  and  does  it  gladden  your  hearts  to 
hear  the  ministers  of  the  altar  proclaim  to  you,  in  God*s  name, 
peace  and  salvation  ?  Does  the  presence  of  your  pastors  cheer 
you  in  distresses  bf  body  and  mind  ?  Arc  you,  through  their  in¬ 
strumentality^  strengthened  above  the  fears  of  death  and  enabled 
to  rejoice  in  the  hopes  of  everlasting  life?  Are  they  acceptable  in 
your  eyes  and  to  your  feelings  as  ambassadors  of  God,  beseeching 
you  in  Christ’s  stead  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ?  * 

Think  then,  brethren,  of  the  heathen  who  are  afar  off,  ea^ 
tranged  from  the  divine  life,  sunk  in  deplorable  ignorance,  and 
guilty  of  abominable  wices.  Reason  cannot  teach  them  whether 
sin  with  which  conscience  charges  them,  can  be  pardoned  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  divine  perfections;  and  if  it  can,  what  that  me¬ 
thod  is.  They  have  confused  ideas  of  the  existence  of  the  soul 
in  a  future  state  after  dbath ;  but  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body 
they  do  not  dream.  Their  heaven,  like  the  elysium  of  ancient 
mythology,  is  a  place  of  melancholy  sameness,  to  which  the  ac¬ 
tive  scenes  of  this  life  are  far  preferable.*  Among  them  arc  no 
messengers  of  glad  tidings;  none  who  offer  them  peace  and  salva¬ 
tion  ;  none  who  unfbld  to  them  life  and  immortality  as  brought 
to  light  in  the  gospel,  save  they  who  are  sent  from  Christian  coun¬ 
tries.  When  they  sicken  and  die,  who  is  there  to  administer  to 
their  spiritual  wants,  or  to  lead  them  to  the  good  Shepherd  who 
laid  down  his  life  for  the  sheep?  Their  state  has  been,  on  former 
occasions,  pictured  to  your  view  once  and  again,  in  glowing  co¬ 
lours  and  with  powerful  eloquence.  It  is  awful ;  it  is  deplorable. 
They  arc  without  Christ,  strangers  to  the  covenants  of  promise, 
having  no  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world.  Who  then,  in 
this  Christian  assembly,  can  withhold  his  commiseration  for  them; 
who  refuse  his  sdd  to  ameliorate  their  condition  ?  I  am  a  man 
and  cannot  but  feel  whatever  relates  to  a  fellow  man,  was  a  sen¬ 
timent  once  delivered  by  a  pagan  on  the  theatre  at  Rome,  and 
received  with  bursts  of  applause  by  his  auditors.  May  such  a 
sentiment  prevail  in  every  heart  at  this  time,  and  constndn  you 


*  Such  is  the  language  Homer  puts  In  the  mouth  of  Achilles  in  ely- 
slum.  Odyss:  lib.  xi. 
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to'^sist  us  in  sending  forth  to  the  untutored  Indian  the  messen¬ 
gers  of  the  blessed  gospel. 

But  are  our  efforts  only  to  be  directed  to  the  heathen  ?  Do 
they  alone  need  our  aid?  From  different  parts  of  our  country 
cries  reach  us  in  the  lang^uage  of  the  man  of  Macedonia^  Coine 
over  and  help  us.  They  are  the  cries  of  your  Christian  brethren^ 
who  once  like  you  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a  gospel  miiustry,  but 
in  the  course  of  providence  have  been  deprived  of  them.  They 
feel  their  wants  the  more  sensibly,  because  they  know  from  past 
experience  the  value  of  divine  ordinances.  Their  case  is  painful; 
their  necessities  urgent,^  Removed  from  the  fellowship  of  ssunts 
and  the  sound  of  the  blessed  gospel,  what  is  left  to  protect  them 
from  the  craft  of  Satan  and  from  the  delusions  of  this  world  ?  A 
tree  planted  in  a  fertile  soil  may  flourish,  whilst  in  a  barren  soil 
it  will  decay.  So  a  Christian  among  Christians,  and  with  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  word  preached,  will  grow  in  grace  and  every  vir¬ 
tuous  principle,  whilst  among  those  who  know  not  God  and  his 
Christ,  he  is  in  danger  of  fearful  declension,  if  not  apostasy.  If 
our  destitute  brethren,  who  solicit  with  earnestness  our  aid,  do 
not  degenerate  into  unbelief  and  open  ungodliness,  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  they  will  be  insnared  into  one  or  other  of  the  thou¬ 
sand  nets  of  error  which  the  god  of  this  world  spreads  to  increase 
his  kingdom.  My  hearers,  they  have  a  claim  on  you  which  you 
may  not,  cannot  deny;  to  which  you  are  bound  to  attend.  They 
supplicate  that  aid  of  you,  which  your  pious  ancestors  obtained, 
in  the  infancy  of  this  city  and  country,  from  Europe.  Your  gold 
and  your  silver,  fellow  Christians,  as  well  as  your  bodies  and  souls, 
are  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  These  blessings  of  his  providence, 
as  well  as  ye  yourselves,  are  no  longer  your  own;  they  belong  to 
your  Master,  and  he  requires  you  to  giye  liberally  of  his  good 
things  for  the  promotion  of  his  cause.  No  attempt  in  the  primi¬ 
tive  church  ever  ffdled  for  want  of  such  aid,  from  those  who  pro¬ 
fessed  to  believe  in  Christ.  The  spirit  of  the  gospel  is  a  spirit  of 
benevolence;  it  disd^s  contraction ;  it  delights  in  expanding  it¬ 
self  and  communicating  all  the  blessings  it  can  bestow  upon  those 
who  need  them.  If  you  feel  its  power,  our  object  is  gained  and 
success  will  crown  our  endeavours,  whilst  your  reward  will  be 
great.  The  voice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  from  churches  sup¬ 
plied  by  your  liberality  will  ascend  as  a  memorial  before  God. 
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MISCELLANY,  ORIGINAL  AND  SELECTED. 


HSATUEV  OBACLSS. 

A  succinct  description  of  the  oracles  of  antiquity,  of  the  im¬ 
postures  they  practised  and  of  the  overthrow  they  have  expe¬ 
rienced,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  gener^ 

'  class  of  our  readers  and  especially  to  youthful  minds. 

Oracles  were  established  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  but 
the  most  celebrated  were  those  of  Jupiter  Ammon  in  Egypt,  of 
Trophonius  in  Bxeoda,  of  the  Branchidae  near  Miletus,  of  the  Mo- 
lossi  at  Dodona,  and  above  all  the  rest,  the  oracle  of  Apollo  at 
Delphi.  The  priestess  at  Delphi  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Pythia,  and  the  games  celebrated  at  this  city  were  called  Pythian 
games.  The  conjecture  is  far  from  an  improbable  one,  that  these 
oracles  were  established  in  imitation  of  the  Urim  and  Thummim 
from  which  the  Hebrews  received  the  responses  of  the  great 
Jehovah. 

The  answers  the  oracles  furnished  were  usually  given  from 
some  secret  recess  or  cavern ;  in  opposition  to  which,  we  hear 
the  Lord,  saying  I  have  not  spoken  in  secret  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.”  Is.  xlviii.  16.  ^^1  have  not  spoken  in  a  dark  place  of  thq 
earth.”  Is.  xlv.  19.  It  is  a  constant  characteristic  of  evil,  to  love 
darkness  rather  than  light.”  Scarcely  a  single  oracular  response  - 
can  be  produced  that  is  not  expressed  with  such  ambiguity  and  in 
terms  so  convertible  to  different  events,  that  whatever  the  result 
of  any  action  might  prove,  the  reputation  of  the  oracle  would  be 
preserved.  By  arts  of  this  nature  the  fam^of  oracles  was  at  length 
so  exalted  that  heroes  and  their  soldiers  became  unwilling  to 
fight  without  previous  consultation:  when  from  these  deceiving 
sources  they  were  assured  of  victory,  they  entered  the  field  with 
confidence  and  courage  almost  invincible.  The  bosoms  of  oppo- 
sers  were  filled  with  dismay— 'for  what  mortal  can  control  the 
decisions  of  fate. 

From  among  the  examples  of  obscure  and  uncertain  answers, 
the  following  are  selected. 

Ibisy  redibia  nunquam  fier  billa  peribta** 

By  placing  the  comma  before  or  after  nunquam  the  sense  is  en¬ 
tirely  changt4«  The  English  reader  will  in  the  subsequent 
translation  immediately  detect  the  artifice. 
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You  shall  go,  you  shall  return,  never  by  wars  shall  you  perish. 

You  shall  go,  you  shall  return  never,  by  wars  shall  you  perish. 

When  Cresus,  the  Lydian,  led  forth  his  army  against  the 
Medes  who  were  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river  Halys,  the 
Delphian  oracle  replied  to  the  inquirers 

Croeau^  Halyn  fit^trana  magnam  fitrvcrut  ofium 
^  Cresus  passing  the  Halys  shall  ruin  vast  forces. 

o 

It  is  here  left  quite  unceitain  whether  the  army  that  should  be 
ruined  was  to  be  his  own  or  his  oppose r’s  I 

Equal  ambiguity  is  discovered  in  the  well-known  reply  of  the 
same  oracle  to  Pyrrhus,  king  of  Epirus, 

t 

Aio  te,  ^acida,  Romanos  vincere  posse.” 

I  answer,  Pyrrhus,  the  Romans  can  conquer. 

In  this  sentence  is  visible  a  double  ambiguity— It  does  not  deter¬ 
mine  whether  Pyrrhus  shall  conquer  the  Romans,  or  the  Romans, 
Pyrrhus;  nor  does  it  clearly  express  the  idea  that  the  one  shall  be 
vanquished  by  the  other  at  all.  The  party  may  be  able  to  con¬ 
quer  and  yet  a  treaty  of  peace,  or  the  absence  of  inclination  or 
skill  may  render  power  useless  or  ineffectual. 

The  language  used  by  Apollyon,  who  from  Apollo  denves 
his  name,  when  conversing  with  Eve  in  Eden  is  of  the  same  de¬ 
ceitful  character.  Ye  shall  be  as  gods^**  or  as  angels.  They  be¬ 
came  such;  not  like  holy  angels,  but  like  apostate' ones.  To  the 
grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  the  saints  are  indebted  for  the  bhiise  the 
head  of  this  serpent  has  received.  His  policy  is  baffled,  for 
when  they  rise  from  the  dead,”  they  shall  be  “  as  the  angels 
which  are  in  heaven*'  Marti  xii.  25.  Micah’s  false  priest  appears 
to  have  been  as  crafty  as  he  was  mean.  ‘‘  Go  in  peace,”  said  he 
to  the  Danites,  ^  before  the  Lord  is  your  way  wherein  ye  gof  The 
expression  merely  asserts  the  omniscience  of  God  without  any 
respect  to  his  approbation  or  his  frowns. 

It  is  surprising  with  what  dexterity  of  thought  the  infatuated 
adorers  of  oracles  would  correct  the  errors  of  the  responses  and 
even  charge  them  upon  their  own  want  of  discernment.  Rutilia- 
nus  asked  one  of  these  pretenders  to  inspiration  what  prcceptoi*s 
.  he  should  provide  for  his  son.  He  was  answered  \^*Let  Mm.  harae 
Pythagoras  and  Homer P  Rutilianus  explained  the  sentence,  that 


his  son  must  study  philosophy  and  rhetoric.  The  youth  dying  a 
few  days  after,  Rutilianus  was  charged  with  having  reposed  con¬ 
fidence  in  a  mistaken  prophet,  but  he  satisfied  himself  with  an¬ 
swering,  that  the  oracle  manifestly  predicted  the  death  of  his  son 
by  appointing  Homer  and  P^hagoras,  who  were  both  dead,  for 
his  tutors. 

Fontenelle,  in  a  treatise  written  when  heT  was  a  young  man, 
and  which,  it  is  probable,  his  maturer  years  disapproved,  has  la¬ 
boured  to  shew  that  oracles  were  not  given  out  by  demons,  but 
invented  and  supported  by  the  craft  of  the  pagan  priests.  He 
nevertheless  confesses  that  it  is  possible  that  God  has  some¬ 
times  permitted  the  demons  to  animate  idols,”  and  that  if  so 
“  God  had  his  reasons  for  it,  which  are  always  worthy  of  profound 
veneration.”  That  the  priests  employed  their  fraud  and  impos¬ 
ture  cannot  be  doubted,  but  the  proofs  of  the  existence  of  an 
agency  more  deep  and  more  malignant  than  human  agency  arc 
forcible  and  numerous.  It  is  indeed  observed  by  Rollin  that  if 
ancient  tradition  were  ever  cerUdn  and  consentaneous  in  anything, 
it  is  so  in  this  point;  for  all  the  fathers  of  the  Christian  church 
and  ecclesiastical  writers  of  all  ages  maintain  and  attest  that  the 
devil  was  the  author  of  idolatry  in  general  and  of  oracles  in  par¬ 
ticular!  Prophets  and  dreamers,  it  is  certain,  were  permitted  of 
the  Lord  as  one  of  the  means  of  proving”  Israel.  Deut.  xiii.  3. 

Of  the  causes  which  contributed  to  lessen  the  oracles  in  the 
public  esteem,  not  their  ceasing  to  answer  in  verse  as  some  assert, 
but  the  profligacy  of  the  priests  and  the  frequent  detection  of  the 
falsehood  of  their  prophecies  were  the  principal.  Horace  in  his 
satires  humorously  ridicules  the  pomp  and  emptiness  of  the  re¬ 
plies  of  oracles. 


O!  Laertiade,  quicquid  dicam,  aut  erit^  aut  non 
Divinare  etenim  magnus  mihi  donat  Apollo. 


Laertes* -son!  my  utter’d  thought 
Will  be  accomplished  or  will  not 
For  great  Apollo  me  inspires. 


Mr.  Wakefield,  in  his  Evidences  of  Christianity,  adduces  a 
ludicrous  epigram  of  Lucilius, 
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‘ '  To  ask  the  Lybian  god  three  champions  came^ 

If  each  should  conquer  in  the  Olympic  game; 

To  whom  the  god  with  due  solemnity, 

<<  A  CERTAIN  VICTORY  awaits  all  three, 

“  If  thou  take  care  that  none  outstrip  thy  feet, 

“  None  thee  in  wrestling,  thee  in  boxing  beat.” 

*  But  though  into  disrepute,  witli  a  few,  the  ofacles  were  brought, 
the  interest  of  the  priests  and  the  credulity  of  the  multitude  for¬ 
bade  their  falling  into  ruin. 

It  remained  for  the  victorious  arm  of  the  Son  of  God  to  over¬ 
throw  these  seats  of  Satan.  From  the  period  of  the  Redeemer’s 
birth  they  began  to  fall,  and  before  the  triumphant  spread  nf  his 
kingdom,  they  totally  disappeared.  After  offering  several  hun¬ 
dred  sacrifices,  Augustus  Cesar  importuned  Apollo  to  inform 
*  him  who  should  reign  after  him.  In  three  Greek  lines  the  oracle 
answered,  and  from  that  time  was  silent — His  answer  was  to 
this  effect : 

<<  An  Hebrew  boy  that  rules  the  blessed  gods  hath  command- 
^  ed  me  to  leave  this  dwelling  and  depart  to  hell— from  this  time, 
“  therefore,  go  silent  from  our  altars.”  It  is  said  that  Augus¬ 
tus  struck  with  the  reply,  on  his  return  to  Rome  set  up  an  altar 
in  the  Capitol  with  this  inscription,  “  the  altar  of  the  Jiret^bom  of 
Godr 

The  damsel  possessed  of  the  spirit  of  divination  (or  Pythoi  ) 
who  brought  her  master  much  gain  by  her  soothsaying,  was  by 
Paul  relie ved>  I  command  thee  (said  the  apostle)  in  the  name 
^  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  come  out  of  her,  and  he  came  out  tliat 
same  hour.”  Acts  xvi.  16—18. 

Eusebius  has  collected  from  the  writings  of  Porphyry,  tliat 
arch-enemy  of  the  gospel,  several  memorable  oracles: 

“  Groan  ye  tripods,  Ap)ollo  leaves  you;  he  is  forced  to  leave 
“  you  by  a  celestial  light.” 

“  Wretched  man,  said  Apollo  to  one  of  his  priests,  interrogate 
‘‘  me  no  more  concerning  the  holy  fiither,  nor  his  only  son,  nor 
“  the  spirit  which  is  the  soul  of  all  things;  it  is  this  spirit  that 
“  chases  me  forever  from  these  abodes.” 

The  prince  of  darkness  has  attempted  the  establishment  of 
similar  imposture  in  almost  every  land  where  the  gospel  of 


} 


233 


Christ  has  Dot  been  proclaimed)  but  the  time  is  coining  when  he 
shall  be  emit  out — The  missionaries  of  Christ  are  increasing;  they 
are  passing  into  every  region;  in  the  name  of  God  they  set  up 
their  banners  and  the  gates  of  hell  are  trembling. 


Mr.  EditoR) 

1  send  for  insertion  in  your  magazine  some  devout  medita¬ 
tions  of  a  young  lady  of  this  city,  who  died  the  last  winter.  They 
were  written  for  no  human  eye  but  her  own;  and  of  course  con¬ 
tain  the  very  uttei*ance  of  her  heart.  On  her  death  bed  she  was 
desirous  to  commit  the  whole  of  them  to  the  flames,  lest  the  pe¬ 
rusal  of  them  by  others  might  subject  her  to  the  suspicion  of 
ha^g  written  from  some  motive  of  pride  or  ostentation; — from 
which,  indeed,  she  was  more  free  than  almost  any  other  person 
whom  the  writer  of  this  ever  knew.  She  was  prevailed  on,  how¬ 
ever,  not  to  bum  her  papers;  and  as  the  perusal  of  them  has  edi- 
fled  a  number  of  her  pious  friends,  so  it  is  hoped  that  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  some  of  them  in  the  magazine,  may  still  farther 
extend  their  beneficial  influence.  The  most  of  them  relate  to 
seasons  of  unusual  religious  solemnity,  and  were  written  in  haste. 
A  very  few  and  unimportant  corrections  have  been  all  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  make;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  reader  of  taste 
and  piety  will  think  that  the  compositions  need  a  farther  apology, 
than  the  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  here  recited. 

PHILO. 

Philad.  June,  1808. 

No.  I.-— On  the  Morning  of  a  Communion  Sabffath, 

The  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  instituted  by  our  bless¬ 
ed  Saviour  himself,  just  before  he  made  the  great  offering  for 
sin,  even  the  shedding  of  his  own  blood,  is  a  seal  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  established  by  the  almighty  and  unchangeable  Jehovah 
with  hb  creature  man,  through  the  mediation  of  his  Son  Christ 
Jesus.  It  represents  all  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  this  new 
and  everlasting  covenant,  which  are  to  be  received  by  faith  on  our 
part,  for  the  removal  of  our  guilt  in  the  sight  of  God,  for  the  cleans¬ 
ing  of  our  souls  from  pollution,  and  for  the  communication  of  all 
needful  grace  and  strength,  to  enable  us  to  persevere  in  the 
Christian  course,  uniting  our  souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus  and  sealing 
them  unto  the  day  of  redemption.  We  are  to  give  ourselves 
away,  sweetly,  voluntarily,  entirely  and  eternally,  to  God  through 
A'ifw  Seriesy  VoL.  II.  30 


0 

'  Christ,  to  obey  his  commands,  to  walk  with  him  and  to  Utc  to  his 


glory. 

This  is  the  solemn  transaction  I  am  now  ag^ain  to  renew;  and 
O  my  soul  i  before  thou  makest  an  approach  to  that  holy  ttd>le  in 
a  public  manner,  to  take  the  vows  of  God  upon  thee,  canst  thou 
in  sincerity,  appeal  to  that  omniscient  witness,  who  seeth  in 
secret,  before  whom  all  the  recesses  of  the  heart  are  unreil- 
ed,  smd  avouch  him  to  be  thy  God  ?  Solemn  and  awful  is  it,  to 
enter  into  cn^gemcnts  with  the  Almighty.  Yet,  with  a  hum* 
ble  acceptknce  of  his  own  most  gracious  terms,  trusting  solely  to 
the  righteousness  of  his  adorable  Son,  and  relying  upon  his  grace 
and  strength,  I  would  most  deliberately,  most  cordially,  most 
thankfully,  put  my  whole  sou!  into  his  hands.  I  would  take  Him 
as  my  portion,  Jesus  as  my  Saviour,  the  Holy  Ghost  as  my  Sanc¬ 
tifier  and  Comforter. 

1  desire  to  walk  in  all  his  commands  blamelessly;  to  seek  the 
promotion  of  his  glory,  and  to  leave  all  my  concerns  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  according  to  his  sovereign  pleasure.  And  now,  O  thou 
almighty  Being!  by  whose  power  alone  I  shall  be  able  to  stand,  wilt 
thou  condescend  to  accept  of  this  dedication,  and  grant  me  some 
tokens  of  thy  favour?  Bind  my  soul  unto  thyself  by  the  strongest 
and  the  tenderest  ties.  Keep  me  ever  mindful  of  my  own  weakness 
and  unworthiness,  but  enable  me  to  trust  in  thy  strength.  Make 
me  to  know  thy  covenant  well.  Unfold  to  my  view  its  precious 
promises.  Guide  me  by  thy  counsels  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  by  thy 
Spirit  into  all  truth;  and  in  the  darkest  season,  enable  me  to  trust 
in  thy  name  and  stay  myself  upon  my  God;  and  when  death  shall 
approach,  whether  in  a  sudden  or  a  more  gradual  manner,  may 
the  recollection  of  this  transaction,  and,  if  it  be  consistent  with  thy 
holy  will,  the  cbnsolations  of  thy  blessed  Spirit,  disarm  him  of  his 
terrors,  and  present  him  to  my  view  as  a  messenger  of  peace. 
May  I,  with  humble  g^titude,  bear  a  testimony  to  the  truth  and 
preciousness  of  thy  reli^on;  then  sweetly  close  my  eyes  upon 
this  transitory  scene,  to  awake  in  the  realms  of  perfect  light  and 
love.  Amen.  Even  so,  come  Lord  Jesus. 

August  Ifi,  1805. 

No.  II. — Before  going  to  the  Table  qf  the  Lord, 

^  I  know,  said  the  apostle,  in  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed 
unto  him  against  that  day.”  I  cannot  doubt  the  power,  the  love, 
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tkc  fedthfiilnesi  oi-my  almighty  Skiviour.  Much  of  it  have  I  seeo 
dis^yed  in  his  dealings  towards  n>e;  neither  can  I  doubt  that  I 
have  been  enabled  to  commit  my  soul,  my  immortal  soul,  into  his 
hands.  Yet  Satan*  that  bu^  adversary*  would  much  interrupt  that 
peace  which  I  should  derive  from  this  assurance.  He  intrudesdoubts 
into  my  mind  with  regard  to  those  truths  on  which  my  salvation 
depends.  But  I  know  that  ail  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is 
given  to  my  Redeemer*  and  he  hath  promised  that  his  people 
shall  not  be  tempted  above  what  they  are  able  to  bekr;  that 
his  power  shall  rest  upon  them.  O  I  do  see  that  I  am  nothing* 
that  I  can  do  nothing*  that  I  eveiy  moment  need  his  assistance. 
May  this  humble  me*  and  bring  me  to  an  entire  distrust  of  my¬ 
self*  and  dependence  upon  his  blessed  Spirit.  O  that  this  morn¬ 
ing  at  his  holy  table*  I  may  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given 
unto  us  of  God.  He  invites  me  to  come*  he  has  provided  a  rich 
repast.  O  blessed  Saviour!  condescend  to  meet  me  at  thine  own 
table*  and  save  me  fiom  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one. 

coming  from  the  LortPa  Table, 

**  Now  1  am  thine,  foreTcr  thine. 

Nor  shall  my  purpose  move; 

Thj  hands  have  losed  my  bonds  of  pain. 

And  bound  me  with  thy  love.** 

Thy  vows  are  upon  me,  O  God !  I  have  solemnly  engaged  to 
be  thine.  I  have  been  enabled*  I  trust*  to  give  myself  away  to  my 
Saviour*  at  his  own  table*  with  that  measure  of  faith  he  wus  pleased 
to  bestow.  I  viewed  in  him  all  that  my  necessities  required, 
and  all  that  my  soul  could  desire.  That  in  comparison  with  his 
love*  the  world  could  present  no  object  that  could  allure  my  heart. 
I  felt  that  in  his  strength*  1  could  forward  to  all  duties  and 
trials*  with  a  humble  boldness.  That  even  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
wicked  one  should  miss  their  aim*  shielded  by  his  almighty 
arm.  But  ah !  in  my  own  breast*  there  still  lurk  many  enemies 
to  my  Redeemer;  still  am  1  encumbered  with  a  body  of  sin  and 
death*  that  I  fear  will  draw  ^me  from  him  and  wound  my 
peace.  Be  it  then  deeply  impressed  upon  my  soul*  that  I  every 
moment  need  supplies  of  his  grace ;  that  I  must  keep  ne^to 
him  and  continually  seek  his  presence. 

God  forbid  that  I  should  glory*  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ*  through  which  may  the  world  be  crucified  unto  me* 
and  I  unto  the  world.  As  I  have  this  day  professed  to  be  his  dis- 
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ciple,  may  I  be  enabled  to  walk  even  as  he  walked.  May  I  put,^ 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  be  found  continually,  cither  in 
communion  with  him,  or  seeking  to  glorify  him  in  the  world. 
May  love  to  God  and  man  possess  my  whole  soul.  May  I  have 
something  of  the  love  and  zeal,  the  self-denial,  benevolence, 
meekness,  patience  and  fortitude  of  the  divine  Saviour. 

No.  III.— On  a  birth  day. 

This  day  completes  another  year  of  my  life.  It  has  been 
passed  in  those  peaceful  scenes,  where  some  of  the  happiest 
hours  of  my  existence  have  been  spent.  Where  first  I  was  en¬ 
abled  to  love  my  God,  and  where  niy  heart  has  often  felt  the 
sweet  influence  of  divine  grace.  My  soul  would  now  offer  up 
its  tribute  of  gratitude  to  my  heavenly  Father,  for  all  his  good¬ 
ness  ;  for  his  protecting,  directing  and  supporting  care ;  for  the 
influences  of  his  blessed  Spirit ;  and  sweetly,  and  entirely,  again 
commit  itself  to  his  disposing  will ;  sincerely  desiring  to  live  to 
his  praise,  and  to  rely  upon  the  mercy  and  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  to  eternal  life. 


No.  IV.— On  vfitnensing  the  dedication  of  a  church  in  Philadelfihia, 

Interesting  have  been  the  employments  and  exercises  of  this 
morning.  May  the  high  and  holy  One,  who  inhabiteth  eternity, 
who  condescends  to  regard  the  affairs  of  his  creatures,  and  es¬ 
pecially  who  presides  over  the  interests  of  Zion,  be  pleased  to 
hear  the  prayer  of  his  people  this  day,  in  behalf ,  of  that  sacred 
edifice  dedicated  to  his  service.  There  may  he  record  his  name : 
there  may  the  Redeemer  become  precious  to  thousands  of  im¬ 
mortal  souls :  there  may  the  blessed  Spirit  be  poured  out,  and 
his  enlightening,  sanctifying,  and  comforting  influences  be  dis¬ 
pensed  ^broad.  Long,  long  may  it  stand,  as  a  monument  of  praise 
to  God.  Blessed  be  his  name,  that  he  hath  not  left  himself  without 
a  witness  amongst  us,  and  that  the  foundation  of  his  church  re- 
maineth  steadfast  and  immoveable.  Blessed  Redeemer!  we  would 
view  the  erection  of  this  building  as  a  token  for  good.  Long  have 
thy  servants  laboured  and  prayed  for  it,  and  now  thou  hast  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  see  it  completed,  and  this  day,  to  behold  it  crowded 
with  serious  and  attentive  worshippers.  O  that  yet  thou  wouldst 
grant  them  the  desire  of  their  heart,  to  see  thy  power  and  glory 
displayed,  in  bringing  many  souls  to  the  footx)f  the  cross.  This 
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indeed  would  be  the  glory  of  the  house.  Blessed,  blessed  Godl. 
our  hope  is  in  thee,  all  our  epcpectations  are  from  thee.  Let  not 
thy  people  cease  daily  to  supplicate  for  thb  unspeakable  blessing. 
Clothe  thy  priests  with  salvation,  and  let  all  thy  saints  rejoice  in 
thy  goodness,  and  in  the  increase  and  extension  of  thy  kingdom. 
O  hasten  the  day,  when  Jerusalem  shall  be  a  praise  in  the  whole 
earth.  Lord  it  shall  arrive^  thou  wilt  be  glorified. 

Solemn  and  delightful,  I  repeat  it,  have  been  the  exercises  of 
this  day.  My  soul  hath  magnified  and  adored  the  great  and  glo¬ 
rious  God.  It  hath  poured  forth  its  prayer  into  his  bosom  for  the 
welfare  of  21ion.  It  hath  tasted  of  the  pure  milk  of  the  word.  The 
glory  of  God  shining  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ  hath  beamed 
upon  it.  O  that  I  could  more  frequently,  more  distinctly  behold 
it!  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  show  me  thy  glory,  and  may  my  soul  be 
transformed  into  thine  image  by  the  view. 

April  7,  1804.  % 

[Th  be  continued,^ 


FRAGMENTS. 

It  was  expected  that  the  extraction  of  Christ  should  be  very 
great  and  noble,  he  was  to  be  the  son  of  David,  of  a  family  that  had 
a  name  like  to  the  names  of  the  great  men  that  are  in  the  earth, 

2  Sam.  vii.  9.  But  he  sprang  out  of  this  royal  and  illustrious  fiunily 
when  it  was  reduced  and  sunk;  and  Joseph,  that  son  of  David  who 
was  his  supposed  fiither,  was  but  a  poor  carpenter,  perhaps  a  ship- 
carpenter,  for  most  of  his  relations  were  fishermen.** 

Henry  on  Is* 5^, 

How  unlike  is  the  Christian  world  to  the  Christian  doctrine ! 
The  seal  is  fair  and  excellent,  but  the  impression  languid  or  in¬ 
visible  1 

“  Ahr  the  cUmds  return  after  the  rain^^  Eccles.  xii.  2. 

In  young  persons,  to  clouds  and  showers  of  affliction,  the  fine 
weather  of  health  usually  succeeds,  but  with  the  aged>  one  dark 
sky  has  scarce  exhausted  its  contents  before  another  begins  to 
gather. 

Zoroaster  taught  that  the  soul  had  wings;  that  having  broken 
these  wings,  she  fell  headlong  into  the  body ;  and  that  recovering 
again  the  plumes  she  had  lost,  she  flies  up  to  heaven  her  original 
habitation. 
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'religious  intelligence. 

Session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  May  27th,  1808,  the  following  Reso¬ 
lution  and  Address  were  adopted. 

Attest,  John  E.  Latta,  Permanent  Clerk, 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Christian  churches,  families 
and  people  of  every  description,  either  suffering  under  the  adverse 
dispensations  of  divine  providence,  or  being  threatened  with 
them,  to  humble  themselves  before  Almighty  God,  and  to  implore 
his  mercy  and  protection:  And  whereas  our^country  appears  to  be 
threatened  with  great  calamities:  Resolved,  therefore,  that  it  be 
recommended,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
churches  under  the  care  of  this  Assembly,  to  set  apart  the  second 
Thursday  of  September  next,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and 
prayer,  to  beseech  the  Ruler  of  the  universe,  that  for  Christ’s 
sake  he  would  be  pleased  to  avert  the  calamities  with  which  we 
are  now  threatened;  and  that  he  would  restore  harmony  to  the  con¬ 
tending  nations  of  the  world.  That  he  would  pour  out  his  Spirit 
on  our  churches  more  generally  and  abundantly;  bless  the  efforts 
that  are  making  to  christianize  the  heathen,  and  to  extend  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel  to  the  destitute  inhabitants  of  our  land. 

“  Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn  and  repent!  and  turn  away  from 
his  fierce  anger?  Who  can  tell  whether  he  who  holds  the  desti¬ 
nies  of  men  in  his  hands,  and  who  turns  the  heaits  of  the  rulers 
of  the  earth  as  the  rivers  of  water  are  turned,  will  hear  the  sup¬ 
plications  of  his  people?  Let  us  then  humble  ourselves  under  the 
mighty  hand  of  God.  Let  us  turn  every  one  from  his  evil  ways, 
and  from  the  wickedness  of  his  hands. 

“  To  the  great  head  of  the  church  let  us  raise  our  united  hearts 
and  voices,  for  his  choicest  blessings  on  our  country  and  the  world 
at  large.  Soon  may  the  heathen  be  given  him  for  an  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  a  possession!  Soon  may 
the  descendents  of  faithful  Abraham  be  brought  to  the  fold  of  our 
common  Lord,  that  there  maybe  one  sheepfold  and  one  shepherd.” 

A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison,  Missionary  in  China,  to 

Mr.  Ralston. 

Quang  Tung^  Dec,  30,  1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  forwarded  to  you,  by  favour  of  Mr.  Latimer,  a  few  lines, 
mentioning  my  safe  arrival  at  Canton,  and  the  reception  I  met 


with.  The  Lord  appeared  for  me,  and  opened  a  door  'with  less 
difficulty  than  I,  or  my  dear  friends,  anticipated.  As  I  there  men¬ 
tioned,  I  have  had  some  assistance  from  a  native  who  is  attached 
to  the  Romish  Church,  and  who  is,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  their 
agent  (i.  e,  of  the  missionaries)  at  this  place.  His  name  is  Abel 
Yen  Pwoin  Ming.  I  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  Abel.  But 
the  Portuguese  clergy  at  Macao  have  become  alarmed,  and  have, 
in  the  opinion  of  several  of  the  gentlemen  here,  written  up  to  Pekin 
ere  this  time,  respecting  me;  so  that  if  the  missionaries  there 
have  influence  enough,  the  probability  is,  that  they  will  obtain  an 
order  for  my  removal  from  the  empire.  I  am  not,  however  dis¬ 
tressed  about  the  future,  “  the  Lord  will  provide.”  If  obliged  to 
leave  fthis  place^,  I  purpose  to  seek  a  residence  on  the  island  of 
Penang,  amongst  the  thousands  of  Chinese  who  are  there. 

My  opportunities  of  learning  the  language  are  full  as  many, 
or  more  than  I  expected  to  enjoy. 

I  continue  with  Mr.  Milner,  to  whom  you  favoured  me  with  a 
letter  of  introduction.  I  shall,  however,  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  days*  time,  begin  to  board  myself  in  a  plainer  way  than  in 
the  family,  on  account  of  the  very  heavy  expense  of  a  residence 
in  this  country. 

The  object  before  us,  dear  sir,  in  this  attempt,  is  very  great 
and  important.  Three  hundred  millions  of  men,  at  the  lapse  of 
eighteen  centuries,  are  without  the  book  of  God  in  their  native 
tongue;  and  these  three  hundred  millions  speaking  the  same 
language. 

I  saw,  a  few  mornings  ago,  a  French  missionary,  Mons.  de  le 
Bissachre,  who  is  lately  from  Tonquin.  He  has  resided  in  that 
country  eighteen  years,  during  which  time  he  says  there  have 
been  three  persecutions  of  the  Christians,  the  number  of  whom 
he  estimates  to  be  2  60,000 .♦ 

Mons.  Richiney,  who,  two  years  ago,  was  ordered  to  leave  the 
empire  of  China,  has  now  obtained  permission  to  remain  in  Can¬ 
ton  as  ‘‘  procureur”  to  the  missionaries  at  Pekin.  It  is  said,  I 
don*t  know  with  what  truth,  that  some  persons  in  the  character  of 
missionaries  are  expected  out  from  France. 

Sometimes  pray  for  me,  my  dear  sir,  and  permit  me  to  say  that 
I  am,  with  Christian  regard,  your’s  in  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus. 

ROBERT  MORRISON. 

*  • 

•  There  is  reason,  however,  to  apprehend  the  account  is  beyond  tha 
real  truth. 
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The  trustees  of  the  Western  MiMiaoAiy  Society  .report,  to  the 
Standing  Committee  of  Missions,  ^ 

That,  in  some  respects,  the  Indian  Mission  at  Sandusky  is 
in  a  better  situation  than  was  stated  in  their  re\>ort  last  year;  in 
other  respects  nearly  the  same.  In  the  -course  of  the  last  year, 
some  pressing  dhihculties  have  arisen  to  exercise  the  faith  and 
patience  of  all  (Concerned  in  it ;  and  many  well  timed  interpo¬ 
sitions  of  divine  providence  have  encouraged  their  hopes,  and  led 
them  forward  in  promoting  the  original  design  of  the  society. 

In  September  the  board  was  informed  that,  in  consequence  of  the  y 
sickness  of  one  of  the  hands  at  Sandusky  and  the  unsuitableness 
of  one  of  their  plough  horses,  another  hand  with  a  good  horse 
was  wanted.  When  the  board  met  to  inquire  what  could  be  done 
in  that  emergency,  and  was  discouraged  by  the  insufficiency  of 
their  funds  to  meet  the  expense,  information  was  privately  hand¬ 
ed  to  them  that  a  man  in  the  vicinity  had  a  good  horse,  which  he 
had  previously  determined  to  sell,  and  to  give  the  whole  of  his 
price  for  the  support  of  the  mission;  but  having  been  disappoint¬ 
ed  in  his  attempts  to  sell  him,  he  now  desired  to  know  whether 
the  board  could  accept  him  instead  of  his  price,  and  use  him  on 
the  farm  at  Sandusky.  On  examination  he  was  found  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  mission.  Such  appropriate 
help  in  the  time  of  need  taught  every  heart  to  trust  and  not  be 
afraid,  and  the  difficulty  was  surmounted. 

The  sickness  of  the  men  employed  as  labourers,  greatly  re¬ 
tarded  their  progress  in  every  branch  of  their  business,  gave  a 
gloomy  aspect  to  the  whole  concern,  and  subjected  the  society  to 
additional  expenses.  The  suffering  to  which  they  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  by  fevers,  agues,  and  their  attendsmt  debility,  cannot  easily 
be  conceived.  But  latterly  they  have  been  blessed  with  healtho  ^ 

The  dwelling  house* and  school  room  are  finished.  The  farm 
has  been  enlarged.  The  stock  thrive  and  increase,  beyond  our 
most  sanguine  expectations.  The  prospect  of  raising  provisions 
on  the  farm,  sufficient  for  the  largest  demand  contemplated,  is 
flattering. 

A  few  children  attended  the  school,  part  of  the  summer,  but 
not  steadily.  The  pagan  devotees,  called  prophets,  had  revived 
the  worship  of  their  god  with  great  zeal,  on  their  return  to  the 
towns  in  the  spring;  and  employed  all  their  influence  to  prevent 


the  women  from  putting  their  children  under  Mr.  Badger’s  care.. 

In  this  thef^were  successful  in  some  instances.  The  children  be-, 
ing  at  the""  mother’s  disposal,  her  superstition  can  prevent  the 
father  from  sending  them  to  a  school,  where  she  apprehends^ 
they  will  incur  their  Maker’s  displeasure,  by  learning  the  cus¬ 
toms'  of  white  men.  Some  evil  minded  traders  assisted  tlie 
enemy  in  this  part  of  his  work.  In  July,  the  chiefs  and  wamors 
in  council  got  the  prophet’s  religion  disgraced,  the  prophet  si¬ 
lenced,  or  at  lei^t  checked,  and  entered  into  a  new  resolution  to 
countenance  and  adhere  to  their  father  Mr.  Badger.  The  school 
received  the  next  shock  from  the  agitation  of  the  Indians’  minds, 
occasioned  by  the  apprehension  of  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England.  Until  the  result  of  the  councils  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  tribes  on  that  subject  was  known,  suspense  and  confusion 
prevailed,  and  prevented  steady  attention  to  any  business.  The 
children  could  not  be  collected  or  kept  together  for  the  purpose 
of  learning.  But  notwithstanding  all  these  embarrassments,  the 
board  have  the  happiness  to  be  assured  that  the  school  would 
have  succeeded  in  the  fall,  according  to  the  wish  of  the  society, 
if  Mr.  Badger’s  health  had  not  failed.  ' « 

He  came  to  Pittsburg  in  October  to  attend  the  synod,  and  to 
remove  his  family  to  Sandusky.  A  violent  attack  of  the  bilious 
fever  confined  him  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg  six  weeks.  This 
painful  dispensation  prevented  his  return  to  Sandusky,  until  the 
6th  of  December.  During  this  interval  the  Indians  got  ready  t6 
remove  from  the  towns  to  their  hunting  camps.  But  having  re¬ 
solved  to  leave  their  children  with  Mr.  Badger,  they  waited  two 
weeks  for  his  return;  when  hearing  of  his  sickness  they  reluc¬ 
tantly  took  them  to  the  woods.  Though  Mr.'  Badger  has  not  had 
all  the  children  under  his  tuition  through*  the  winter,  yet  the 
board  do  not  consider  any  part  of  their  labour  as  lost,  nor  their 
prospects  blasted  by  this  delay.  They  would  stand  ready  to^lo 
what  tlieir  hand  finds  to  be  done,  and* trust  that  the  Lord,  whose 
hand  has  deferred  the  desirable  event  a  few  months,  will  choos^^ 
the  time  to  crown  the  work  with  complete  success. 

The  opposition  of  some  of  the  Canadian  traders  has  greatly 
Increased  tlie  difficulty  of  conducting  the  mission,  from  its  com¬ 
mencement.  When  their  efforts  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  failed,  they  next  ventured  to  exhibit  false  and  slanderous 
charges  against  Mr.  Badger  before  the  governor.  To  meet  and 
JVew  Series^  Vol.  II.  31 
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to  repel  this  diabolical  attack  occasioned  him  much  trouble.  But 
under  divine  protection  he  was  brought  through  it,  without 
injury  to  himself  or  the  cause.  The  authors  of  the  prosecution, 
finding  a  spirit  in  him  that  would  not  be  driven  from  his  station 
by  accusations,  unsupported  by  proof,  dropped  it,  and  refused  to 
appear  against  him.  In  what  form  their  next  opporition  will  ap¬ 
pear  cannot  be  foreseen.  Yet  it  is  a  rational  apprehension  that 
they  will  be  thorns  in  the  sides  of  all  missionaries  who  will  ever 
labour  among  the  North  Western  tribes.  But  when  the  Wyan- 
'dots  shall  be  brought  into  the  church  of  Christ,  and  made  heirs 
of  salvation,  these  sorrows  will  be  remembered  no  more,  for  joy 
that  a  nation  is  born  unto  the  Lord.  ^ 

The  mission  has  suffered  through  the  want  of  a  |>ermancnt  inter¬ 
preter;  the  funds  of  the  society  not  being  adequate  to  the  expense  i 
of  keeping  a  good  one  in  constant  employ.  The  unfriendly  offices 
of  the  prophets  and  traders  would  be  counteracted  at  once  by  a 
fsuthful  and  well  qualified  interpreter,  attached  to  the  mission,  and 
always  at  hand  to  make  a  fur  statement  of  the  truth.  Suspicions, 
excited  in  their  cautious  minds  by  fdse  suggestions,  would  va¬ 
nish;  objections,  arising  out  of  ignorance  or  supersdtidn,  would 
'  be  answered ;  and  sermons  and  religious  instruction  would  be 
more  accurately  and  clearly  communicated.  The  board  has  a 
reputable  and  influential  interpreter  in  view,  and,  if  through  di¬ 
vine  mercy  they  shall  be  enabled  to  obtain  him,  will  then  rejoice . 
to  see  in  operation,  all  the  means  that  are  known  to  be  necessary  j 
for  attaining  the  great  end  of  their  labour ;  and  will  hope  that 
the  g^ce  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  make  them  effectual. 
The  only  obstacle  in  the  way^  the  expense.  Interpreters  among 
savages  occupy  the  same  place  that  the  learned  do  in  civilized 
society.  Of  course  their  services  are  estimated  at  a  very  high 

rate.  Four  hundred  dollars  per  annum  will  be  required  by  the 

% 

person  in  view.  His  wife  is  a  serious  woman ;  can  read  and  in¬ 
terpret  well.  His  children!  by  speaking  both  languages,  will  be 
of  very  great  service  in  the  school. 

The  principal  end  of  the  society  in  sending  missionaries  to 
Sandusky,  is  the  religious  instruction  of  the  perishing  heathen 
who  are  wandering  through  that  dark  region.  They  have  not  lost 
sight  of  this  object  for  a  moment.  The  school,  the  ag^cukural 
and  mechanical  pursuits  introduced  among  them  are  accounted 
no  more  than  handmaids  to  religion.  Though  in  themselves 


blessings  to  the  Indiaiis^  yet  they  hold  only  a  secondary  rank; 
they  are  heljM  to  remove  obstacles)  and  prepare  the  way  for 
pouring  the  precious  light  of  evangelical  truth  on  their  mindS) 
that  they  may  be  led  into  the  paths  of  holiness.  Through  divine 
aid  the  gospel  of  Christ  has  been  statedly  preached  at  Sandusky 
since  the  commencement  of  the  mission)  except  the  time  of  Mr.. 
Badger’s  sickness  last  fall  and  a  few  necessary  joumieS)  and  has 
generally  been  well  attended  by  the  WyandotS)  and  interpreted  to 
them  in  their  own  tongue.  The  fruit  of  this  labour  proves  that  it 
has  not  been  in  vain.  The  Wyandot  man)  mentioned  "in  the  re¬ 
port  of  last  year  as  a  hopeful  convert)  still  manifests  the  evidences 
of  increasing  piety.  He  frequently  prays  in  the  Wyandot  Ian- 
guagC)  immediately  after  sermon ;  at  which  times  a  deep  sokm-9 
nity  and  silent  weeping  often  prevail  through  the  whole  assem-  ^ 
bly.  He  regularly  worships  God  in  his  family)  morning  smd^ 
evening.  A  number  of  the  Indians  frequently  come  to  his  house  at  ^ 
the  hours  of  fomily  worship)  to  jmn  with  him  in  prayer)  and^ji 
seem  to  have  a  relish  for  the  sacred  exercise)  though  they  have  1$ 
not  yet  begun  to  imitate  his  praedee  at  home. 

Besides  this  man)  there  are  three  or  four  of  the  black  people 
hopefully  |mous.  They  reside  in  a  small  village  near  \he  upper 
town.  Pardcular  attention  has  been  pmd  to  their  religious  in- 
stmedoU)  by  all  the  missionaries  who  have  visited  the  Wyandots. 
The  missionaries  and  the  society  have  furnished  them  whh  a 
bible  and  some  other  books.  The]^  spend  every  sabbath  together 
in  prayer  and  religious  conference.  A  white  man  who  resides 
among  them  reads  to  them.  All  secular  business  is  entirely  sus¬ 
pended  during  the  sabbath.  A  number  of  the  Wyandots  frequent 
these  prayer  meetings  on  the  sabbath.  One  of  them)  who  is  ind- 
mate  with  the  l^ack  people)  has  lately  appeared  to  have  his  con¬ 
science  awakened.  The  latest  accounts  state  that  their  serious 
attendon  to  religion  was  increasing.  They  are  derirousto  be  bap- 
dzed  and  admitted  to  communion.  There  i»  also  ground  of  hope 
concerning  the  piety  of  a  Wyandot  woman.  Some  otherS)  in  a 
measure  convinced  of  the  knufiiciency  of  their  own  reBgious 
riteS)  appear  seriously  concerned  about  their  salvaiion. 

We  have  learned  from  respectable  authority)  that  in  a  Wyan¬ 
dot  hunting  camp  on  the  heads  of  Scioto  last  winter)  after  thif 
hunters  came  in  at  night)  the  whole  camp  coBected  toge¬ 
ther  at  one  ftre,  and  with  decent  solemnity  Routed  in  prayer* 
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before  they  went  to  rest ;  and  early  in  the  morning,  befom  any 
of  them  dispersed  from  the  fires,  they  again  collected  and  prayed 
together.  From  the  manner  these  solemn  meetings  werf  con¬ 
ducted,  the  observer  was  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was 
their  daily  practice. 

We  are  also  informed  that  the  Wyandots,  when  they  come 
into  the  settlements,  are  easily  distinguished  from  other  Indians 
by  their  good  behaviour,  and  general  attention  to  the  sabbath. 
That  this  acknowledged  superiority  of  the  Wyandots  has  arisen 
out  of  the  superior  advantages  of  religious  instruction  which  they 
have  enjoyed,  formerly  by  a  French  priest  residing  among  them, 
and  latterly  by  the  labours  of  our  missionaries,  cannot  rationally 
be  denied. 

On  the  first  of  November,  the  board  were  enabled  to  discharge 
all  the  expenses  of  the'  mission,  and  to  advance  8227  98.  The 
debts  contracted  since  that  time  are  chiefly  unpaid. 

On  the  whole  the  trustees  are  constrained  still  to  say,  that 
hitherto  the  Lord  has  helped  them.  And  if,  in  the  providence  of 
God,  they  shall  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  employing  the  in¬ 
terpreter  in  view,  they  will  feel  encouraged  to  pursue  the 'pro- 
posed  plan,  hoping  that  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  the  hitherto  be¬ 
nighted  tribes  of  Wyandots  are  to  receive  the  blessings  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  religion,  and  a  church  be  planted  for  the  Lord  at 
Sandusky. 

Signed  by  ordeiM)f  the  board, 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  Sec.  pro  tern. 

May  2,  1808. 


A  Narrative  of  the  State  op  Religion,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1808.  Read  in  the  First  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  in  Philadelphia,  May  25th. 

The  General  Assembly  acknowledge  with  ardent  gratitude 
the  distinguished  benignity  of  God  to  the  churches  within  their 
'bounds  during  the  year  past.  He  hath  truly  done  great  things  for 
us;  building  up  the  waste  places  of  Zion,  and  adding  unto  the 
number  of  such  as  shall  be  saved.  From  every  quarter,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  we  hear  of  harmony  among  our  ministers,  order 
among  our  congregations,  an  increased  attention  to  the  ordinances 
of  the  gospel,  and  the  progressing  triumphs  of  that  grace  by 


which  alone  sinners  can  be  reconciled  to  God.  In  many  places^ 
especially  within  the  bounds  of  the  s3rnod  of  New-York  and  New- 
Jersey^  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  are  expe¬ 
rienced.  The  Spirit  has  been  poured  out  on  considerable  portions 
of  country,  and  fruits  of  righteousness  have  appeared,  honour¬ 
able  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  inviting  to  the  world  which 
lieth  in  wickedness.  Unhallowed  combinations  have  been  broken 
up;  enemies  to  the  cross  have  been  confounded,  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  made  the  subjects  of  divine  grace. 

It  is  observable  that  the  work,  though  powerful,  has  progress¬ 
ed  with  great  silence,  uncommon  solemnity,  and  free  from  all 
appearance  of  extravagance. 

The  revivals  have  been  preceded  in  every  instance  by  a  union 
of  prayer  among  Christians,  to  which  they  have  felt  constrained 
by  the  fervent  desire  of  their  hearts  that  Christ  might  be  glori¬ 
fied,  and  by  deep  and  solemn  impressions  of  the  value  of  pre¬ 
cious  and  immortal  souls.  Believing  parents,  more  especially^ 
have  been  influenced  to  wrestle  with  God  in  behalf  of  their  chil¬ 
dren.  We  record  with  peculiar  emotions  of  delight,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  godly,  that,  as  in  all  ages  past,  so  still,  our 
God  is  a  hearer  of  prayer.  He  has  come  down  from  his  high  and 
holy  place,  and  granted  the  requests  of  his  people.  The  conse¬ 
quences  have  been  that  the  assemblies  of  the  saints  were  crowd¬ 
ed  with  inquiring  sinners.  Many  meetings  for  prayer  and  praise 
have  been  established.  It  appears  that,  in  several  places,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  have  adopted  the  plan  of  assembling  together  on 
the  sabbath  morning,  immediately  before  public  worship,  and 
.  spending  some  time  in  religious  exercises,  particularly  in  prayer 
for.  the  divine  presence  and  blessing  in  the  public  institutions  of 
his  worship.  This,  if  properly  managed,  may  prove  a  happy  pre¬ 
parative  for  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary.  We  would,  however, 
earnestly  caution  all  who  are  under  our  care,  ag^ainst  suffering 
public  duties  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  family  and  the 
closet. 

Among  the  visible  fruits  of  an  increased  attention  to  the 
gospel  we  recognise  the  establishment  of  benevolent  institutions, 
as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  religion  of  Jesus.— We  mean 
associations  for  the  relief  of  destitute  widows  and  orphans, 
the  instruction  of  the  igjnorant  in  divine  knowledge,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  generally.  It  is  a  distinguished  excellence  of 
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the  gospel  of  Christ,  that  it  is  smted  to  the  poor;  not  merely  to 
their  afflicted  condition,  but  to  their  intellectual  acquirements. 
.Christians  can  give  no  better  evidence  of  their  sincere  attachment 
.  to  the  Lord  who  bought  them,  than  by  manifesting  lorve,  not  only 
to  their  brethren  in  Christ,  but  to  mankind  in  general.  The 
fhiits  of  benevolence  ought  ever  to  accompany  the  profession  of 
piety;  and  it  is  exclusively  the  glory  of  chrisuanity  that  it  has 
produced  every  where,  as  far  as  its  influence  extends,  efiective 
plans  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor.  We  hope  our 
brethren,  in  all  our  churches,  will  more  fully  testify,  in  thb  parti¬ 
cular,  the  power  of  the  grace  of  God. 

In  the  southern  parts  of  our  bounds,  the  extraordinary  revivals 
of  religion  have  considerably  declined :  bodily  agitations  are  gra¬ 
dually  disappearing :  in  one  instance,  where  extravagance  and 
wild  enthusiasm  had  been  avowed  and  defended,  in  opposition  to 
the  pastoral  advice  of  this  body,  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  the 
abetters  have  acknowledged  their  error,  and  returned  to  the 
good  order  of  our  church. 

Those  who  have  been  the  subjects  of  the  revival  persevere  in 
the  ways  of  godliness,  with  but  few  exceptions.  Apostates  are 
rare*  Accessions  to  the  communion  are  made  on  every  occasion, 
though  not  in  such  numbers  as  formerly.  Believers  are  still  on 
the  watch;  disposed  to  pray,  and  actually  praying  for  the  spread  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  triumphs  of  grace  over  all  opposition. 

In  those  districts  of  country,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  the 
want  of  gospel  ministers^is  severely  felt.  People  are  suffering  for 
lack  of  instruction,'  and  calling  for  help;  but  help,  adequate  to 
their  necessities,  cannot  be  obtained.  The  assembly  regret,  that 
so  few,  comparatively,  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  the  holy 
ministry;  and  they  hope  that  the  attention  of  the  churches  under 
their  care  will  be  direct^  to  this  important' subject,  that  by  their 
united  exertions,  some  effectual  plan  for  statedly  supplying  the 
wants  of  Zion  may  be  formed. 

With  such  abundant  cause  of  gratitude  is  connected  cause  of 
sorrow  and  humiliation.  We  have  observed  with  pain  that,  in  < 
some  presbyteries,  the  duties  of  family  rehgion,  and  of.  cateche¬ 
tical  instruction,  are  neglected.  Truly  it  is  shameful  in  men  who 
call  themselves  by  the  name  of  Christ,  not  to  honour  him  before 
their  families,  by  worshipping  him  statedly.  Every  head  of  a  fa¬ 
mily  is  responsible  for  all  its  members  to  God  and  liis  country. 
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How  con  he  expect  to  fulfil  hi^  duty,  if  he  does  not  pray  fiw  and 
with  them,  and  instnict  them  from  the  word  of  God  ?  If  Ac  does 
not  honour  God,  it  cannot  be  expected  hU  Jumiiy  will.  And  a 
chritdan  frmily,  living  without  family  religion,  is  a  contradiction. 

It  argues  on  the  part  of  such  professors  an  awful  declension  and 
a  criminal  dereliction  of  duty.  ° 

In  many  places,  also,  we  have  heard  of  lukewarmness  and  in¬ 
attention  to  the  great  concerns  of  religion ;  of  the  profrnation  of 
the  sabbath  by  thoughtless  sinners,  'and  of  decline  in  the  life  of 
godliness.  How  lamentable,  that  with  the  light  of  the  gospel 
shining  around^  us,  any  should  walk  in  darkness,  and  despise  the 
goochiess  of  God ! 

From  our  sister  churches  in  Connecdcut  and  Vermont,  we 
learn  with  pleasure  that  revivals  prevail  there  also;  that  religion 
flourishes;  that  among  other  instances  of  mercy,  Yale  college  is 
graciously  visited ;  and  that  believers  are  walking  in  the  comforts 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

On  a  review  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  churches  referred 
to  above,  we  rejoice  in  saying  that  it  has  progressed  in  the  last 
year,  and  that  it  is  still  progressing.  This  revives  us  in  our  pil¬ 
grimage,  and  causes  us  ^  look  forward  with  pleaung  expecta¬ 
tions.  The  Redeemer  will  ultimately  reign  throughout  the  • 
earth.  ^  His  name  shall  endure  forever:  his  name  shall  be  conti¬ 
nued  as  long  as  the  sun,  and  men  shall  be  blessed  in  him;  all  na¬ 
tions  shall  call  him  blessed.** 

We  only  add,  ^  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Israel, 
who  only  doeth  wondrous  things;  and  blessed°be  his  glorious 
name,  forever;  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  hit  glory. 
Amen  and  Amen.** 

A  society  has  been  lately  established  at  New-Castle,  Delaware, 
for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality.  The  following  se¬ 
rious  and  affectionate  address  was  lately  delivered  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  that  place  by  a  member  of  the  society. 

Bin  f>  the  refiroack^  and  if  fiereevered  in^  vnU  be  the  destruction  of 

any  fieofUe. 

Fellow  Citizens, 

Ik  proportion  to  the  prevalence  of  vice  and  immorality  in  any 
^ace,  its  inhabitants  are  in  danger  of  temporal  calamity  andjjter- 


tial  destruction.  Vice,  in  its  own  nature,  leads  to  shame,  disgrace  ° 
and  misery.  It  debases  the  mind,  takes  off  the  restraints  of  con¬ 
science,  weakens  the  obligations  to  social  and  relative  duties,  and 
opens  the  way  for  fraud,  oppression  and  every  species  of  violence. 

It  is  peculiarly  dangerous  on  account  of  its  diffusive  and  insinuat¬ 
ing  qualities.  Like  leaven  it  soon,  if  not  suppressed,  leaveneth  the 
whole  lump,  spreads  itself  through  the  whole  mass  of  society,  and 
endangers  eveiy  thing  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  man.  Every  fnend 
then  to  social  order  and  happiness  ought  to  be  an  enemy  to  vice ; 
and  should  engage  with  heart  and  hand  to  suppress  it. 

It  is  not  only  dangerous  on  account  of  its  own  baneful  nature 
and  tendency;  but  peculiarly  so,  because  it  provoketh  the  anger 
of  God,  and  brings  down  upon  man  the  vengeance  of  heaven. 
God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day,  and  frequently  executes 
upon  them,  even  in  this  world,  singular  judgments. 

Now  the  only  effectual  barrier  against  vice  and  immorality,  is 
religion  and  its  institutions.  When,  therefore,  the  most  important 
religious  institutions  are  disregarded,  contemned,  and  violated, 
there  b  the  greatest  cause  for  the  most  serious  alarm.  The  bar¬ 
rier  being  removed,  the  flood  comes  in  irresistibly,  and  we  are 
swept  not  only  to  temporal  but  eternal  destrucUem. 

We  would  observe,  then,  that  the  sabbath  has  always  been  con¬ 
sidered  the  .great  palladium,  the  grand  safe -guard  of  morality, 
piety  and  religion.  By  enjoining  upon  them  the  observance  of 
the  sabbath,  God  distinguished  the  Jews  from  the  heathen.  And 
to  prove  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  of  di>ine  institu¬ 
tions,  God  frequently  promised  them  very  great  blessings  if  they 
revered  it,  and  as  often  denounced  the  most  awful  judgments  if 
they  violated  it.  Out  of  a  great  number  we  will  select  a  few  of 
the  promises.  Blessed  b  the  man  that  keepeth  the  sabbath  from 
’  polluting  it.  If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  sabbath,  from 
doing  thy  pleasure  on  my  holy  day,  and  call  the  sabbath  a  delight, 
then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Lord,  and  I  will  cause  thee 
to  ride  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the 
heritage  of  Jacob.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  ye  diligently 
hearken  unto  me,  saith  the  Ix)rd,  to  bring  in  no  burden  through 
the  gates  of  this  city  on  the  sabbath  day,  but  hallow  the  sabbath 
day,  to  do  no  work  therein ;  then  shall  there  enter  into  the  gates 
of  this  city,  kings  and  princes  sitting  on  the  throne  of  David,  rid¬ 
ing  in  chariots  and  on  horses,  they  and  their  princes,  the  men  of 


Judahy  mi  the  inhalxtants  of  Jerusalem;  and  thi«  cky  shall  remain 
forever/*  These  are  great  and  glorious  promises  both  of  tempo¬ 
ral  and  eternal  blessings.  Hear  now  the  threatenings  denoimced 
against  the  violation  of  the  sabbath.  Here  too  we  shall  make  a 
verf  small  selection. 

Ye  shall  k^p  the  sabbath ;  every  one  that  defileth  shall 
surely  be  put  to  death.  Whosoever  doth  any  work  on  the  scftibath 
day, he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.’*  And  it  was  not  only  threatened 
against  a  man  that  was  found  gathering  sticks  on  the  sabbath  day, 
that  he  should  be  put  to  death ;  hut  by  the  direction  of  the  Lord 
to  Moses  he  was  actually  stoned  to  deadi  by  the  congregation  of 
Israel.  And  in  the  prophecy  of  Jeremlali,  we  read,  ‘‘  But  if  ye 
will  not  hearken  unto  me,  to  hallow  the  sabbath  day  and  not  to 
bear  a  burden,  even  entering  in  at  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  on  the 
sabbath  day;  then  will  I  kindle  a  fire  in  the  gates  thereof  and  it 
shall  devour  the  palaces  of  Jerusalem  and  H  shall  not  be  quench¬ 
ed.”  And  this  was  literally  and  awfolly  fulfilled  at  the  final  de¬ 
struction  of  Jerusalem.  Notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  of 
the  emperor  Tkus  to  save  some  of  the  most  elegant  buildings, 
and  especiaUy  the  temple,  it  was  all  reduced  to  a^ies.  And  Ne- 
hemiah  represents  ^lat  the  violation  of  the  sabbath  had  been  the 
cause  of  a  former  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  Jews  bemg 
carried  into  a  long,  disgraceful  and  severe  captivity.  *<Thcn,” 

saith  he,  I  contended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  said  unto 
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them,  what  evil  thing  is  this  that  you  do,  and  profone  the  sabbath 
day?  Did  hot  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our  God  bring  all  this 
evil  upon  us  and  upon  this  city?  yet  ye  bring  more  wrath  upon 
Israel  by  profaning  his  sabbath.” 

From  these  promises  and  threatenings  we  infer,  not  only  that 
the  violation  of  the  sabbath  is  a  great  crime  and  will  certainly  be 
severely  punished,  but  also,  that  wherever  it  prevails,  every 
vice  is  let  loose,  and  the  people’s  iniquities  become  full,  and  call|[ 
down  upon  them  the  just' and  awful  vengeance  of  heaven.  This  is 
foither  proved  too  by  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and  of  every  other 
nation  where  the  sabbath  is  knowq.  The  sabbath  being  appointed! 
immediately  by  God,  and  the  observance  of  it  being  peculiaily  | 
well  'cakulated  to  make  and  cultKatc  deep  impressions  of  God  ^ 
and  divine  things,  and  of  the  evil  nature  and  dangerous  conse-J 
quences  of  it  is  certidnly  to  be  expected,  that,  when  men  are! 
hardened  enough  to  disregard  it,  and  when  such  a  strong  bameS 
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against  vice  is  away>  iniquity  will  come  in  like  a  flood*  That 
this  has  always  been  the  case,  and  that  the  wrath  of  God  in  con- 
^sequence  hath  been  poured  out,  history  unequivocally  attests*  i 

When,  therefore,  we  see  the  sacred  institution  of  the  aabbath 
generally  violated  and  contemned,  we  have  the  greatest  reason 
for  the  most  serious  alarm.  Julian  the  apostate  and  most  bitter 
enemy  of  Christianity  did  all  he  could  to  destroy  it.  He  was  of 
Opinion  and  justly  too,  that  if  .he  succeeded  in  this,  he  secured 
success  in  the  destruction  of  the  Christian  religion.  The  matter 
then  comes  to  this  point,  Are  we  willing  that  Christianity 
should  be  banished  from  us,  and  that  heathenism  and  worse 
than  it,  should  be  introduced  ? ,  How  was  it,  a  few  years  ago,  with 
a  certain  European  nation  ?  They  for  a  while  banished,  as  far 
as  they  could,  the  observance  of  the  sabbath,  and  consequently 
Christianity.  What  was  the  consequence?  Read  the  history  and 
shudder.  Universal  confusion,  massacre  and  bloodshed  imme- 
diaitely  ensued.  All  ranks  and  sexes  were  dragged  to  the  scaf¬ 
fold,  and  crimsoned  it  with  their  blood.  Many  p^viously  had 
congratulated  themselves  upon  the  happy  effects,  as  they  sup¬ 
posed,  of  the  introduction  of  what  they  called  philosophy,  another 
name  for  irreligion  and  deism;  but  they  became  themselves  the 
melancholy  victims. 

We  who  are  advocates  for  the  observance  of  the  sabbath,  and 
the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  are  considered  by  many, 
.the  greatest  enemies  to  what  they  call  the  best  interests  of  this 
vicinity.  But  let  our  opponents  prevail ;  and  behold  the  conse¬ 
quence!  a  curse  temporal  and  eternal  upon  you  and  your  poste¬ 
rity.  Be  assured  we  have  your  best  interests  in  view,  both  for 
this  and  a  futune  world.  ‘‘  Godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life 
“  that  now  is,  and  that  which  is  to  come.”  What  selfish  or  earthly 
interest,  as  they  calculate  interest,  can  we  have  in  view !  Nay  on 
the  contrary,  we  expose  ourselves  to  scoff  and  derision,  to  threats 
of  pecuniary  injury,  and,  if  they  dare,  to  personal  abuse  and 
persecution.  These  things,  .however,  we  regard  not,  if  we  pro¬ 
mote  the  good  of  man  and  the  interest  of  religion.  If  God  be 
for  us,  none  can  be  against  us.” 

Even  the  deist  must  admit  that  God  governs  the  world,  and 
.  surely  none  should,  none  can  expect  to  prosper,  in  the  direct  vio- 
'  lation  of  his  institutions.  It  should  be  duly  considered,  that  we 
aire  transacting  not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  our  children.  Vc- 


torans  may  be  able  to  withstand  jthe  enemy  md.  conquer}  whilst  ' 
the  raw  and  unexperienced  would  soon  be  foiled  and  worsted.^ 
If  the  young  see  vice  and  irreligion  generally  prevail}  they«wil^^ 
become  familiar  with  them}  and  at  length  consider  them  inno- 
ccnt,  and  be  carried  away  with  the  destructive  torrent-  The  be-  | 
ginning  of  vice  is  Uke  the  letting  out  of  water.  At  first  it  may  ^3 
easily  stopped ;  but,  if  permitted  to  continue,  it  irresistibly  inun-  | 
dates  every  thing  in  its  way.  If  vice  and  immorality,  then,  were  J 
only  beginning  to  prevail  amongst  us,  it  is  high  time  for  us  to  ^ 
be  at  our  posts.  If  our  children  see  the  sabbath  habitually  and  1 
with  impunity  violated,  they  will  grow  up  in  irreverence  for  it, 
and  consequently  in  heathenism;  for  we  have  before  proved,  that 
there  is  no  chnstianity  without  the  observance  of  the  sabbath. 
Every  man,  then,  who  consents  to  the  violation  of  it,  consents  to 
the  destruction  of  religion,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  vice  of  every 
description ;  and  who  ever  wilfully  and  halutually  violates  it  him¬ 
self,  lifts  his  hand  and  strikes  as  heavy  a  blow  as  he  can  for  the 
same  fatal  purposes.  p 

Were  we  attempting  to  prevent  the  propagation  of  a  severe  h 
and  mortal  disease,  or  to  appease  the  anger  of  a  powerful  prince^ 
or  to  exclude  the  devouring  beasts  of  the  forest,  we  should  be 
highly  commended,  and  have  many, ‘^doubtless,  to  unite  with  us.  | 
Our  objects  are  much  more  important.  We  are  endeavouring  to^^ 
prevent  the  extension  of  sin,  which  threatens  not  only  the  body  ^ 
with  temporal,  but  soul  and  body,  with  eternal,  death.  We  wish 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  devastations  of  the  monster  vice,  and  the  roar¬ 
ing  lion  which  is  going  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour,  and 
to  ward  off  the  vengeance  of  God,  ,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords;  he  has  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  ready,  he  hath  prepaiv 
ed  for  him  the  instruments  of  death.”  You  perhaps  may  see  none- 
of  these  evils  threatening  you.  Your  not  seeing  them  however 
makes  them  no  less  certain.  The  bird  on  the  tree  is  never  moi)e 
insensible  of  danger,  than  when  the  piece  of  the  fowler  is  levelled 
for  its  destruction;  yet  its  danger  is  no  less  for  its  not  seeing  it 
nay,  it  is  increased,  for  if  it  had  known,  it  might  have  made  its 
escape.  But  we  see  your  danger,  and  if  we  did  not  warn  you  of  it 
and  endeavour  to  rescue  you  from  it,  we  would  be  monsters  in 
society. 

Were  Babylon  and  Nineveh  destroyed?  Were  Sodom  and  Go¬ 
morrah  consumed  with  fire  and  brimstone  from  heaven?  It  was 
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because  rice  and  inraorality  pfevaiUed  to  a  ^at  degvee  and  pro¬ 
voked  the  Almi^ty.  Did  the  Jews  suffer  pestilence  and  fionine? 
Did  the  heavens  become  brass  over  their  heads  and  the  earth  iron 
under  their  feet  ?  Were  they  frequently  carried  away  into  dis¬ 
graceful  and  severe  captivity?  Was  Jerusalem)  theb  glory  and 
their  boast)  at  length  totally  destroyed?  Were  its  walls  and  hs 
superb  temple  razed  to  the  foundation?  Did  it  exhibit  no  spectacle 
witlun  but  massacre  and  death)  and  none  without)  but  gibbets  and 
crosses)  and  thousands  of  victims  expiring  on  them  in  groans  and 
shrieks  and  cries  and  bkxxl  ?  All  these  things  befel  the  JewS)  on 
account  of  their  violation  of  God’s  laws,  and  especially  of  the  sab¬ 
bath;  on  account  of  their  abuse  of  their  peculiar  privileges;  their 
irreligion)  impenitence  and  inidelity. 

We,  as  a  town,  hanre  for  some  time  past  been  highly  favoured 
and  have  greatly  prospered.  Within  a  few  years  we  have  risen 
from  the  lowest  insignificaonce  to  a  considerable  degree  of  wealth 
and  respectability.  Pestilence,  though  raging  in  many  conti¬ 
guous  towns  and  cities,  has  not  visited  us;  and  the  destructive  ele¬ 
ment  of  fire,  though  elsewhere  often  spreading  devastation)  has 
not  come  near  us,  to  injure  us.  We  have  enjoyed  many  impor¬ 
tant  temporal  and  spiritual  blesMngs.  Do  we  not  then  owe  much 
g^titude  to  heaven  ?  Is  h  not  the  Lord,  who  hath  thus  prospered 
us?  But  what  returns  have  we  made?  Have  we  duly  appreciated 
and  improved  our  privileges?  Do  we  reverence  God’s  ordinances 
^  and  hallow  his  sabbaths?  Are  vice,  irreligioii  and  infidelity 
ashamed  tb  show  their  heads  amongst  us?  or  do  they  greatly 
abound  and  triumph,  and  are  the  sacred  name  and  holy  day  of  the 
^  Lord  almost  universally  profiled  ?  If  the  latter  be  the  fact,  our 
situation  is  truly  dangerous  and  awful.  It  will  be  more  tole« 
rabie  ibr  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  it 
will  be  for  us.  Thou  Capernaum,  who  hast  been  exalted  to  heaven 
shalt  be  sunk  down  to  hell.”  This  threatening  is  denounced' 
against  us,  ^  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me,  saith  the  Lord,  to 
hafiow  the  sabb^  day,  and  not  to  bear  a  burden  on  the  sabbath 
day;  then  will  I  kindle  a  fire  in  thy  g^tes,  and  it  shall  not  be 
quenched.” 

Is  it  not  then  high  time  for  us,  as  citizens,  to  awake  out  of  our 
sleep  and  to  open  our  eyes!  Do  we  see  the  clouds  thickening, 

.  the  tempest  Uackemng;  and  the  lightnings  beginning  to  flash  ? 
^  Be  assured)  evil  times  are  coming,  times  fraught  with  direful 
calamity  and  distress,  destruction  an^  death.  We  then  earnestly 
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ioTite  and  conjure  all  friends  to  morality,  virtue  and  piety  to  rally 
round  our  standard.  Christiafis,  come  forth  boldly  and  quit  your* 
selves  like  men.  Does  the  enemy  come  in  like  a  flood)  set  your 
faces  ly^e  a  flint  against  him.  Let  us  like  Jonah  preach  repen* 
tance  to  Nineveh,  if  peradventure  she  may  repent,  and  yet  for  a 
while  be  saved  from  the  vengeance  of  heaven.  Or,  like  righteous 
Lot  in  Sodom,  let  us  make  a  bold  stand  against  vice  and  irr^* 
gion;  and  if,  after  our  united  and  zea)ous  endeavours,  we  cannot 
sSicceed,  if  the  wicked  will  not  hear  nor  forbear,  they  must  be  left 
to  perish  in  their  yins,  and  their  accumulated  guilt  must  fall  on 
their  own  heads. 

To  conclude,  we  earnestly  warn  all  the  licentious  and  pro* 
fone,  and  especially  the  habitual  and  notorious  violators  of  the 
sabbath,  to  break  off  their  sins  by  repentance,  and  to  turn  unto 
the  Lord  that  he  hiay  have  mercy  upon  you,  and  unto  our  God 
that  he  may  abundantly  pardon  you.  Flee  for  mercy  before  it  be 
forever  hid  from  your  eyes.  We  warn  you  by  the  terrors  of  the 
laws  of  both  God  and  man.  We  warn  you  by  the  terrors  of  the 
civil  authority,  if  it  has  any,  or  if  it  is  weak  and  pusillanimous,  we 
conjure  you  by  the  vengeance  of  God.  ^  His  arm  is  not  shorten¬ 
ed  that  it  cannot  save^*’  neither  is  it  shortened  that  h  cannot  de¬ 
stroy.  He  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  and  he  is  a  con- 
suming  fire  to  the  wkked.**  Though  you  may  escape  the  penkhy 
of  human,  you  cannot  escape  the  penalty  of  the  divine-  laws* 
Though  the  law  of  man  may  not  reach  you  for  the  violation,  the 
law  of  God  will  punish  you  for  violating  his  sabbaths.  What  does  ‘ 
it  profit  a  criminal  to  e^ape  for  a  while,  if  his  punishment  be 
severe  in  proportion  to  its  delay.  Be  assured  the  time  is  fi»t 
coming  when  you  will  throw  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  all  the 
unjust  gains,  which  you  have  made  by  breaking  the  laws  of  Cfod 
or  of  man.  Death  stands  at  the*  door  and  knocks.  With  its  sum¬ 
mons  in  your  hands  would  you  dare  to  profone  the  holy  name  or 
day  of  the  Lord.  How  soon  this  may  be  the  case  God  only  knows. ' 
'Keep  death  and  hell,  judgment  and  eternity  always  before  you, 
and  dare  not  to  sin. 

Finally,  we  conjure  every  person  to  break  off  his  sins  by  re¬ 
pentance,  and  so  to  live  and  fulfil  his  duty  in  the  statioirin  which 
he  is  placed,  as  he  would  wish  he  had  doM;  nay,  would  give  ten 
thousand  worlds  that  he  had  done,  when  he  comes  to  die,  when 
he  appears’ at  the  bar  of  God. 
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P  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.  — 

[^Conclttdcdjrom/iage  \9B,^ 

ROME. 

•  PopBRT  has  often  been  termed  ^  The  Incurable  Abomina¬ 
tion  :*  it  is  a  mass  of  error  and  superstition,  which  will  never  be 
destroyed  but  by  <  the  breath  of  Chrbt*s  mouth  and  the  bright¬ 
ness  of  his  appearing.’*  The  French  national  catechism,  translat¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Bogue,  clearly  shows  that  all  the  ancient  errors  of  the 
church  of  Rome  are  still  retained ;  and  the  following  account  of 
a  ceremony  in  that  city,  will  show  that  the  most  absurd  mumme¬ 
ries  of  the  system  continue  to  be  observed : 

On  Trinity  Sunday  (1807),  the  canonization  of  five  blessed 
inhabitants  of  heaven  took  place,  viz.  Francis  Caracciolo,  Benedict 
de  San-Traledo,  Angele  Mereci,  Colette  Boilet,  and  Jacintha  Ma- 
rescotti.  The  pope  was  met  at  the  gate  of  the  church  by  the 
chapter  of  the  Vatican,  and  conducted  to  the  altar,  where  the  holy 
sacrament  was  exposed :  he  was  then  placed  again  in  his  chair, 
*  and  carried  into  the  grand  theatre,  erected  for  this  august  cere¬ 
mony.  Hjere  he  ascended  a  magnificent  throne,  and  received  the 
homage  of  the  cardinals,  See.  The  solicitor  for  the  canonization 
then  advanced  towaMs  the  throne,  where  the  advocate,  kneeling, 
made  his  request  for  the  canonization  of  these  five  blessed  celes¬ 
tials.  The  archbashop  of  Carthage  answered,  in  the  name  of  his 
hc^ess,  that  it  was  his  intention,  first,  to  implore  the  assistance 
of  divine  light,  through  the  intercession  of  the  saints.  The  head 
of  the  church  and  the  whole  assembly  then  knelt,  and  the  litanies 
of  the  saints  were  sung.  The  advocate  then  made  a  second  re¬ 
quest,  and  recourse  was  again  had  to  fresh  prayers.  The  request 
was  repeated  a  third  time,  in  these  words.  Instant er^  in^tantius^ 
instantissime.  The  archbishop  answered,  His  holiness  decides, 
that  it  is  agreeable  to  God,  that  the  five  blessed  souls  should  be 
ranked  among  the  saints.’  The  pope  then  pronounced  the  decree 
of  canonization  on  the  persons  first  mentioned.  After  which  the 
cardinal-solimtor  kissed  the  hand  and  the  knees  of  the  holy  father, 
who  began  the  Te  Deum.  Suddenly  resounded  the  trumpets,  the 
bells  of  the  church,  the  discharge  of  field-pieces,  and  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery  of  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo.  This  signal  being  given,  the 
/  bells  of  all  the  churcl\ei  in  Rome  rent  the  air  during  a  whole 
hour. 


o 


ii' 


255 

Among  sereral  other  ceremonksy  too  tedious  to  recite^  prayers 
were  offered  to  the  saints,  which  they  had  just  made;  and  his  ho¬ 
liness  delivered  a  learned  discourse.  The  cardinal-bishop  then 
requested,  and  published  a  plenary  indulgence  for  seven  years, 
and  seven  times  forty  days,  for  those  who  had  asusted  on  this 
occasion,  and  those  who  have  visited  the  tombs  of  these  new 
saints! 

The  public  papers  state,  that  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  which 
commands  the  city  of  Rome,  has  been  taken  possession  of  by  the 
French  troops;  and  that  it  is  probable  the  temporal  authority  of 
the  pope  is  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is  even  said,  that  a  new  kingdom^ 
including  the  papal  territories,  is  to  be  established,  under  the 
name  of  Latiumy  and  given  to  a  brother  of  Napoleon. 

FRENCH  PRISONERS. 

The  religion  of  our  divine  Master  teaches  us  to  love  our  ene¬ 
mies.  On  this  principle  the  directors  of  the  Missionary  Society 
have  acted  towards  the  French  prisoners  now  in  England.  Dr. 
Doddridge’s  admirable  book.  The  Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion, « 
in  the  French  language  (somewhat  abridged)  has  been  neatly 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Society;  and  nearly  3,000  copies 
have  been  distributed  among  the  French  prisoners,  confined  in. 
various  parts  of  this  country. 

•  FRANCE. 

^  An  Extract  from  the  Belgian  Traveller. 

From  what  1  have  heard  and  seen  during  my  present  journey, 
1  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  ccrasona  l*If\fafne  of  Vol¬ 
taire,  has  never  ceased  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  among  his  sec¬ 
taries;  and  that  Christianity  in  France  approaches  every  day  nearer 
to  its  extincdon.  Bonaparte  and  Talleyrand  are  too  politic  to 
knock  on  the  head,  at  once,  a  religion  of  18  centuries;  but  the 
degradation  of  Christianity  in  the  person  of  its  ostensible  chief, 
has  produced  the  same  revolution  in  religious  sentiments  as  the 
humiliation  and  murder  of  the  head  of  the  kingdom  of  France  had 
already  done  in  political  ones;  and  most  Frenchmen  are  therefore 
religious,  as  well  as  political,  freethinkers:  but,  if  I  am  not  mis¬ 
informed,  Talleyrand  said,  even  when  the  pope  still  fraternized 
with  Bonaparte  in  the  Thuilleries,  ‘  Christianity  in  France  will 
descend  into  the  tomb,  without  giving  either  alarm  or  making  any 
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i-^y,  nmse,  because  the  present  gewerstion  of  the  French  clergfiinU 
1^1  leave  no  posterity  behind  them ;  their  hath  is  buried  with  them ; 
and  no  resurrection  of  either  is  to  be  apprehended  by  the  friends  ’ 
philoso^y.*  Indeed,  when  one  remembers  that  all  the  ptesent 
French  priests  must  be  now  either  old,  or  aborve  the  middle  age, 
«s  since  1790  hardly  any  young  Frenchmen  have  entered  hito  qr- 
■-  ders,  it  is  not  improbable  that,  within  20  or  30  years,  the  present 
altars  of  Christ  here  will  be  deserted  for  want  of  servants  to  offi¬ 
ciate.* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  chaplain  in  the  navy,  who  is  abroad,  to 

his  friend  in  England. 

I  AM  still  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  word  c^f  God  continues 
in  the  ship.  We  have  had  between  30  and  40  under  convictions; 
but,  alas!  several  have  drawn  back.  Some  of  the  lapsed  have  re¬ 
turned  to  us;  and  our  evening  meetings  are  pretty  well  attended. 
Several  pray  very  well ;  and  in  case  of  my  absence,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  rarely  occurs,  they  conduct  the  worship  at  mght,  i.  e,  they 
read  a  hymn  and  a  sermon,  and  pray. 

/  • 

In  a  gale  of  wind  some  time  ago,  1  heard  a  man  talking  in  a 
strange  way  about  religion;  which  arrested  my  attention.  He 
seemed  to  Wve  determined  against  it,  and  to  have  cottected  a 
good  many  plausible  arguments;  but  I  could  see  he  was  mdiap- 
py.  He  was  about  44  years  old,  and  an  uncommonly  clever  man. 

I  was  very  ill ;  but  I  took  him,  against  his  will,  to  my  cabin;  and 
I  talked  to  him  8dx)ut  the  love  of  Christ  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  till 
he  told  me  bis  story.  It  was  black  and  sad  indeed !  He  wept  like 
cluid,  though  he  was  reckoned  one  of  the  most  determined 
blackguards  in  the  ship,  and  one  of  the  most  resolute  in  wicked- 
We  often  talked  together:  but,  to  cut  the  story  short,  he  has 
ever  since  walked  closely  with  God,  and  is  very  laborious  in  do¬ 
ing  good.  I  am  often  suprized  at  his  knowledge  of  the  sciiptures, 
^  and  his  judicimis  views  of  doctrines,  kc.  But  who  can  teach  like 
'  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 
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